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Nihar Ranjan Acharya

As the world gears up to celebrate
International Women's Day on
March 8th, it's a poignant
moment to reflect on the
remarkable strides women have
made throughout history and the
continued journey towards
gender equality and
empowerment. This day serves
as a global reminder of the
invaluable contributions women
make to society, politics, culture,
and the economy, while also
highlighting the ongoing
struggles they face.

The theme for International
Women's Day in 2024 is 'INVEST
IN WOMEN: ACCELERATE
PROGRESS'. It means focusing on
supporting and investing in
women to make things better for
everyone. This annual
observance serves as a reminder
of the progress made in
advancing gender equality while
highlighting the work that
remains to be done to empower
women and girls in all facets of
life. Over the years, International
Women's Day has evolved into a
powerful platform for raising
awareness about women's
rights, celebrating their
achievements, and advocating for
gender parity. The theme of this
year's Women's Day resonates
with the spirit of resilience and
empowerment, urging

CELEBRATING WOMEN'S DAY

HONOURING PROGRESS,
EMPOWERING CHANGE

individuals and communities
worldwide to take action towards
creating a more inclusive and
equitable society. From the
boardroom to the classroom,
from the halls of government to
the corridors of innovation,
women are breaking barriers,
challenging norms, and driving
positive change.

One of the most significant
milestones in the fight for
women's rights has been the
progress made in education.
Access to education for girls and

women has expanded,
empowering  them with
knowledge, skills, and

opportunities that were once out

of reach. Today, women are
excelling in fields traditionally
dominated by men, breaking
stereotypes, and inspiring future
generations to pursue their
dreams. However, despite
significant strides, women
continue to face formidable
challenges. Gender disparities

persist in various areas,
including employment,
healthcare, education, and

political representation. Women
are often paid less than their
male counterparts for the same
work, face barriers to career
advancement, and are
disproportionately affected by
poverty and violence.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
exacerbated existing gender
inequalities, with women bearing
the brunt of the crisis. From
increased caregiving
responsibilities to job losses and
economic hardships, women
have faced unique challenges
during these unprecedented
times. It'simperative to prioritize
gender-responsive policies and
investments to address the
specific needs of women and
ensure and equitable recovery for
all.

Empowering women isn't just
a moral imperative; it's also
essential for sustainable
development and economic

growth. Studies have shown that
societies and economies thrive
when women are empowered,
educated, and included in
decision-making processes.
Investing in women's education,
health, and economic
opportunities not only benefits
individuals and families but also
strengthens communities and
drives progress on a global scale.
This Women's Day, let us reaffirm
our commitment to advancing
gender equality and women's
rights. Let us celebrate the
achievements of women past and
present, while also
acknowledging the work that lies
ahead. It's a day to honour the
trailblazers, activists, leaders,
and everyday heroes who have
championed the cause of
women's empowerment and
paved the way for progress.

Empowering women isn't the
right thing to do; it's also the
smart thing to do. On this
Women's Day, let us stand
together in solidarity, amplifying
women's voices, advocating for
gender equality, and building a
more just and inclusive world for
future generations. Together, we
can create a future where every
woman and girl has the
opportunity to fulfill her dreams,
unleash her potential, and live
life on her own terms. Because
when women thrive, societies
prosper, and the world becomes
a better place for all.

Author of “Understanding and
Addressing Climate Change Vol.1”

— a Best Seller Book on Climate Change
Founder and Working Director, TRUST —
a Science Lover Organization
‘Scientific Officer’,

Indian Climate Congress

Email: nihar.acharya@rediffmail.com,
nihar.acharyal973@gmail.com

Ph.8249775817
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