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Nihar Ranjan Acharya
As the Sun sets on the horizon,
casting a warm glow over the
serene landscapes of Odisha, a
vibrant spirit fills the air. It's the
eve of Utkal Diwas, a day that
commemorates the birth of
Odisha as a separate state on
April 1, 1936. This auspicious
occasion is not just a date on the
calendar; it's a celebration of
Odisha's rich cultural heritage,
its resilience, and its journey
towards progress.

A Tapestry of Culture and
Tradition:

Odisha, nestled on the eastern
coast of India, is a land steeped
in history and tradition. From the
ancient temples of Bhubaneswar
to the pristine beaches of Puri,
every cornerof the state tells a
story of its glorious past. The
vibrant festivals like Rath Yatra,
Durga Puja, and Konark Dance
Festival add colour and fervour
to the cultural tapestry of Odisha,
attracting visitors from far and
wide.

Land of Temples and Artistry:
Odisha is renowned for its
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CELEBRATING THE RICH
HERITAGE OF ODISHA

magnificent

as testament  to
craftsmanship of

temples,
architectural marvels that stand
the
ancient

state is famous for its exquisite
handloom and handicrafts,
including the intricate silver
filigree work of Cuttack, the

complete without indulging in its
From the
mouth-watering flavours of the
seafood delicacies along the

delectable cuisine.

artisans. The towering spires of
the Lingaraj Temple, the intricate
carvings of the Sun Temple at
Konark, and the serene beauty of
the Jagannath Temple in Puri
draw pilgrims and tourists alike,
offering a glimpse into the
spiritual heart of the state.

But Odisha's artistic heritage
extends beyond its temples. The

vibrant applique work of Pipli,
and the delicate ikat weaving of
Sambalpur. These traditional
crafts not only showcase the skill
and creativity of Odisha's
artisans but also provide a
livelihood for countless families
across the state.

A Melting Pot of Cuisine:

No celebration in Odisha is

coast to the wholesome
vegetarian fare of the inland
regions, Odisha's culinary
heritage is as diverse as its
landscape. The famous Odia
sweets like Rasgulla,Chhena-
poda, and Pitha are a delight for
the taste buds, reflecting the
State's love for sweets and
desserts.

Looking Towards the Future:

As Odisha celebrates Utkal
Diwas, it also looks towards the
future with hope and
determination. Over the years,
the State has made significant
strides in various fields,
including infrastructure
development, healthcare, and
education. |Initiatives like the
Mission Shakti Program, aimed
at empowering women through
self-help groups, and the Make
in Odisha campaign, promoting
industrial growth and investment,
are paving the way for a brighter
tomorrow.

But amidst the progress and
modernization, Odisha remains
rooted in its culture and
traditions, cherishing its
heritage and identity. Utkal
Diwas is not just a day of
celebration; it's areminder of the
resilience and strength of the
people of Odisha, who have
overcome countless challenges
throughout history.

As the Sun rises on Utkal Diwas,
let us join hands to celebrate the
spirit of Odisha - a land of
diversity, beauty, and boundless
potential. Letushonour its past,
embrace its present, and envision
a future filled with prosperity and
peace. Happy Utkal Diwas!

Founder and Working Director, TRUST —
a Science Lover Organization
‘Scientific Officer’,

Indian Climate Congress

Email: nihar.acharya@rediffmail.com,
nihar.acharyal973@gmail.com

Ph.8249775817
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