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New Telecom Act: Centre Can Take Control Of
Telecom Networks During Emergencyo

New Delhi: The Centre on
Saturday introduced the new
Telecommunications Act, 2023
that will usher in the new era
of connectivity from June 26,
replacing century-old colonial
laws.

The Section 20 of the “Tele-
communications Act 2023’
stated that the central govern-
ment of a state government
will be able to take control of
any telecommunications ser-
vices or networks in times of
emergency after the imple-
mentation of the Act. On the
occurrence of any public
emergency, including disaster
management, or in the interest
of public safety, “the Central
Government or a State Gov-
ernment or any officer spe-
cially authorised in this behalf
by the Central Government or
a State Government can take
temporary possession of any

telecommunication service or
telecommunication network
from an authorised entity; or
provide for appropriate mecha-
nisms to ensure that messages
of a user or group of users
authorised for response and
recovery during a public emer-
gency are routed on priority,”
according to the Sector 20 of
the Act. Any telecom player
who wants to establish or op-
erate telecommunication net-
works, provide services or pos-

sess ratio equipment will have
to be authorised by the govern-
ment. “The Telecommunica-
tions Act, 2023 aims to amend
and consolidate the law relat-
ing to development, expansion
and operation of telecommu-
nication services and telecom-
munication networks; assign-
ment of spectrum and for mat-
ters connected therewith,” said
the Department of Communi-
cation (DoT) The Telecommu-
nications Act, 2023 seeks to

repeal existing legislative
frameworks like Indian Tele-
graph Act, 1885 and Indian
Wireless Telegraph Act, 1933
owing to huge technical ad-
vancements in the telecom
sector and technologies.

The Act also provides mea-
sures for protection of users
from unsolicited commercial
communication and creates a
grievance redressal mecha-
nism. When it comes to the
Right of Way (RoW) frame-
work, public entities shall be
obligated to provide right of
way except in special circum-
stances. “The fee for right of
way would be subject to a
ceiling. The Act provides a
complete framework for
RoW in respect of private
property based on mutual
agreement. The Act also
provides that the RoW to be
granted shall be non-dis-

criminatory and as far as
practicable on a non-exclu-
sive basis,” said the DoT. It
also provides that telecom-
munication infrastructure
shall be distinct from the
property it is installed on.
This will help reduce the dis-
putes when property is sold
or leased. In line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
‘Gati Shakti’ vision, the law
provides for the central gov-
ernment to establish com-
mon ducts and cable corri-
dors. “To ensure national
security and promote
India’s technology develop-
ers, the Act lays down pow-
ers to set standards and con-
formity assessment mea-
sures for telecommunication
services, telecommunication
networks, telecommunica-
tion security, etc,” the DoT
said.

ECoR GM Inspects Therubali-Titlagarh-Sambalpur & Sambalpur-
J harsuguda Road Sambalpur Clty—J arpada Railway Section

Bhubaneswar, ; In a compre-
hensive two-day visit to the
Sambalpur Railway Division,
East Coast Railway (ECoR)
General Manager Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal con-
ducted an extensive inspection
of the Therubali-Titlagarh-
Sambalpur and Sambalpur-
Jharsuguda Road-Sambalpur
City-Jarpada Railway Sec-
tions. During this visit, he re-
viewed various ongoing
projects and infrastructural
works in the region.Shri
Funkwal's inspection tour in-
cluded visits to the Railway
Stations at Muniguda, Kesinga,
Titlagarh, Balangir, Barpali,
and Sambalpur in the
Therubali-Titlagarh-Sambalpur

spected the stations at
Jharsuguda Road, Rengali,
Sarla and Jarpada in the
Sambalpur-Jharsuguda Road-
Sambalpur City-Jarpada Rail-
way Section.During the visit,
he examined several critical in-
frastructure projects, including

T k- |

Jallway Section. He also in-

the Freight Examination Facil-
ity with ROH (Routine Over-
haul) at Sarla, the Crew Lob-

bies at Titlagarh and
Sambalpur and Running Room
at Sambalpur Stations. Shri
Funkwal also inspected traffic
facility works at various Rail-
way Sidings associated with

major industries such as M/s
Vedanta Ltd. at Brundamal
and Ambodala, Bhusan Power
& Steel Ltd. at Lapanga, and
M/s Aditya Aluminium Ltd. at
Lapanga. He also held en-
gaged in discussions with rep-
resentatives of these industries
to address operational needs
and future collaborations.Shri
Funkwal took stock of the pas-
senger amenities available at
the stations and reviewed the
ongoing developmental activi-
ties and construction works
across the railway sections.
He actively interacted with
staff and officials to gather
insights and suggestions for
enhancing passenger services
and proposed various modifi-
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cations for future improve-
ments. In addition, an Emer-
gency Medical Services Facil-
ity was inaugurated at
Sambalpur Railway Station in
the presence of GM/ECoR.
The General Manager also
reviewed the ongoing redevel-
opment of Railway Stations
under the Amrit Station
Scheme and instructed con-
cerned officials to expedite
the work to ensure timely
completion. Safety, opera-
tions, mobility,
infrastructural development
and passenger amenities, along
with the progress of Amrit Sta-
tions, were given top priority
during Shri Funkwal's inspec-
tion.
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