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A Holistic Viston For Ocdisha's Future: Key Areas For Budget Prioritization

As Odisha stands at a pivotal
juncture of economic and social
developments, the state budget
offers a crucial opportunity to
foster sustainable growth and
inclusive prosperity. Address-
ing key areas such as science,
the environment, women em-
powerment, animal welfare,
education, healthcare, support
for the underprivileged, social
security for the elderly, unem-
ployed youth, and plantation ini-
tiatives can significantly contrib-
ute to the state's long-term well-
being. Here's a detailed look at
how strategic focus on these
domains can set the foundation
for a brighter and more equitable
future of Odisha.

Scientific Research and Inno-
vation

Investing in scientific research
and technological advance-
ments is vital. Enhancing fund-
ing for STEM education and
research institutions, especially
in rural areas, can equip our
youth with the necessary skills
to excel in an increasingly tech-
nological world. Such invest-
ments will not only drive eco-
nomic growth but also create
high-quality employment oppor-
tunities, fostering a culture of
innovation and progress. By
building a strong scientific in-
frastructure, Odisha can be-
come a hub for research and
development, attracting talents
and investments.
Environmental Sustainability
Odisha's rich natural resources
and biodiversity are invaluable
assets. Allocating funds to-
wards conservation projects,
renewable energy initiatives,
sustainable agricultural prac-
tices, and large-scale plantation
drives will ensure the protec-
tion of our environment. Pro-
grams aimed at safeguarding
forests, wildlife habitats, and

water resources are essential
for maintaining ecological bal-
ance and can also boost eco-
tourism and sustainable indus-
try sectors. Sustainable prac-
tices will not only preserve our
environment but also ensure
that future generations inherit
a healthy ecosystem.

Women Empowerment
Empowering women through
targeted budget allocations is
crucial for building an inclusive
society. Supporting women's
education, healthcare, and en-

trepreneurship can have far-
reaching impacts. Initiatives
that promote gender equality in
the workplace and support
women in leadership roles will
foster a more equitable and
prosperous community. Addi-
tionally, programs addressing
gender-based violence and im-
proving maternal health are
fundamental for achieving com-
prehensive women's empower-
ment. Empowering women
economically and socially will
lead to stronger families and
communities.

Animal Welfare

The welfare of animals is a re-
flection of our society's compas-
sion and responsibility. Allocat-
ing resources towards veteri-
nary services, wildlife conserva-
tion, and the humane treatment
of stray animals can ensure a
balanced ecosystem and dem-
onstrate our commitment to ethi-

cal treatment of all living beings.
This focus can also enhance
biodiversity and environmental
health. Promoting animal wel-
fare can improve community
health and strengthen our ethi-
cal standards.

Preservation of Monuments and
Heritage Sites

Odisha's rich cultural heritage is
a significant asset that can
greatly enhance tourism and
foster economic development.
Allocating funds to preserve and
restore historical monuments

and sites of importance can at-
tract tourists from around the
world. These efforts not only
safeguard our cultural legacy but
also create job opportunities and
stimulate local economies. Pre-
serving our heritage ensures that
our history and culture are cel-
ebrated and passed on to future
generations.

Education : Quality education is
the cornerstone of a thriving
society. Allocating resources to
improve educational infrastruc-
ture, teacher training, and access
to education for all, especially in
underprivileged and rural areas,
will empower the next genera-
tion. Scholarships and financial
aid for deserving students can
further promote academic ex-
cellence and inclusivity, ensur-
ing that every child has the op-
portunity to succeed. An edu-
cated populace is essential for
social and economic develop-

ment.

Healthcare

A robust healthcare system is
fundamental to the well-being of
the population. Increasing fund-
ing for healthcare infrastructure,
preventive care, and medical
research can significantly im-
prove public health outcomes.
Special focus should be given to
maternal and child health, rural
healthcare facilities, and combat-
ing communicable diseases, en-
suring that all citizens have ac-
cess to quality healthcare ser-
vices. Comprehensive
healthcare services are vital for
a healthy and productive society.
Support for Underprivileged
Ensuring that the underprivileged
have access to basic necessi-
ties and opportunities for im-
provement is crucial. Programs
aimed at poverty alleviation, skill
development, and social welfare
can help uplift the most vulner-
able sections of society, foster-
ing a more equitable community.
These initiatives can provide a
safety net and pathways to bet-
ter opportunities for those in
need. Economic support and
skill development programs can
break the cycle of poverty and
create a more balanced society.
Support for the Elderly Many
elderly people who do not re-
ceive pensions face financial in-
security. Providing social secu-
rity measures, including pensions
for elderly citizens without any
other support, will ensure they
live with dignity and security in their
later years. This support can sig-
nificantly improve their quality of
life and reduce the burden on their
families. Social security for the eld-
erly is a fundamental responsibility
of a compassionate society.
Pension for Unemployed
Youth

To support the youth, who are the
future of Odisha, introducing a

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

pension scheme for unemployed
young individuals can provide a
safety net as they transition into
the workforce. This support will
help alleviate the financial pres-
sures they face and enable them
to pursue further education or
vocational training, preparing them
for future opportunities. Such a
scheme can reduce youth unem-
ployment and foster economic sta-
bility.

Plantation Initiatives

Large scale plantation drives are
essential for combating climate
change, preventing soil erosion,
and enhancing the green cover of
our state. Allocating funds for
afforestation projects, community-
led tree planting programs, and the
maintenance of existing green
spaces can significantly contrib-
ute to a healthier and more sus-
tainable environment. Increasing
green cover will improve air qual-
ity, enhance biodiversity, and cre-
ate a more pleasant living
environment.In conclusion, an in-
clusive and forward-thinking bud-
get that prioritize these areas can
set the foundation for a brighter
and more equitable future for
Odisha. Under visionary leader-
ship, the state can continue to
make progressive strides in these
critical domains, ensuring a pros-
perous and sustainable future for
allits citizens.

Founder and Working Director, TRUST
— a Science Lover Organization
‘Scientific Officer’,

Indian Climate Congress

Email: nihar.acharya@rediffmail.com,
nihar.acharyal973@gmail.com
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