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Sr1 Jagannath Culture and Global Brotherhood

Sri Jagannath culture, with its
deep rools in the easlern slale
of Odisha, India, epitomizes a
profound sense ol unity and in-
clusiveness thal lranscends
geographical and cultural
boundaries. This culture, cen-
tered around the deity Lord
Jagannath, has been a beacon
ol spirituality and global broth-
erhood lor centuries, foslering
a message of harmony and uni-
versal togetherness. The Ori-
gins ol Jagannath Culture The
origins of the Jagannath culture
are intricalely tied to the his-
tory and mythology of India
lord Jagannath, considered a
form of Lord Vishnu, is wor-
shiped alongside his siblings,
Balabhadra and Subhadra, in
the renowned Jagannalh
Temple in Puri. The temple, a
magnificent architectural mar-
vel, is a pilgrimage site for mil-
lions of devolees worldwide.

The annual Rath Yatra, or
Chariot Festival, is one of the
most celebrated events associ-
ated with Jagannath cullure.
During Lhis lestival, the deilies
are placed on prand chariols
and pulled through the streets
of Puri, symbolizing their jour-
ney Lo meel their devolees.
This spectacle altracts pilgrims
from across the globe, tran-
scending religious and cullural
differences, and embodics the
essence ol unity in diversity,
Philosophical Foundations The

philesophical foundations of

Jagannath culture are rooted in
the principles of inclusivengss
and compassion. Unlike other

deities who are often wor-
shiped in solitude within temple
premises, Lord Jagannalh’s
annual journey signilies his will-
ingness o step oul and be ac-

cessible to all, respective of

caste, creed, or social status.

BELELLGLL

Cultural Exchange and Global
Influence The influence of
Jagannath culture has perme-
ated Far beyond the borders of
Odisha and India. Historically,
the marilime activilies of an-

cienl (disha, particularly the

= ’-‘J'%‘"..__

ULTUR

and

"'%‘F.,-':.i!- Ft'dl!"’; M

This reflects the universal mes-
sage Lhat divinity belongs to ev-
eryone and promoles the idea
of a shared  human
experience, " Jagannath cul-
ture also emphasizes the con-
cept of "Nava Kalevara,”
which involves the periodic re-
newal of the deities’ wooden
idols. This praclice underscores
the beliet in the cycle of life and
death and the eternal nature of
the soul. Such rituals resonate
with global philosophies, bridg-
ing cultural gaps and [ostering
4 sense of interconnectedness.

Kalinga kingdom, facilitated
cultural exchanges with South-
east Asia. Hvidence ol
Japannath worship and
Odishan culture can be found
in countries like Indonesia,
Thailand, and Cambodia, where
similar rituals and archilectural
styles are observed.*"In con-
temporary limes, the global
Odia diaspora continues Lo
spread the cultural heritage of
Jagannath across the world.
Festivals and cultural events
celebrating Lord Japannath
are organized in various coun-

tries, drawing participanis
from diverse backgrounds.
These events serve as plat-
forms lor iniercultural dia-
logue, promoting mutual re-

spect and
understanding.““Promoling
Brotherhood Through

Festivals**One of the most re-
markable aspecls of Jagannath
culture is its festivals. which
are not only religious ceremo-
nies bul also social gatherings
thal promote community bond-
ing. The Rath Yatra, in particu-
lar, is a symbol of global broth-
erhood. Devolees from differ-
ent parts of the world, regard-
less ol their ethnicily or reli-
gion, come logether to pull the
chartols of the deities. symbol-
izing unity and collective
effort.**The concepl of
"Mahaprasad,” the holy lood
offered to Lord Jagannath,
also embodies the spiril of
equalily and brotherhood. It is
shared among devotees with-
out discrimination, reinforcing
the idea that all are equal in
the eyes of the divine. This
praciice of sharing food {os-
ters a sense of communal har-
mony and reinforces the val-
ues of compassion and
generosity."“The Modem Rel-
evance of Jagannath
Cullure*“In an era marked by
increasing polarization and cul-
tural conflicts, the inclusive and
universal values of Jagannath
culture hold significant rel-
evance. The principles ol ac-
ceptance, unity, and global
brotherhood inherent in this

Nihar Ran_lan \thana

culture offer a blueprint for fos-
tering peace and cooperation in
a diverse world.**Educational
inslitutions and cultural organi-
Zalions can play a pivotal role
in promoting the ideals of
Jagannath culture. By incorpo-
rating the leachings and prac-
lices of this ancienl tradition into
their programs, they can en-
courage cross-cultural under-
standing and empathy.
**Conclusion™“Sr Jagannath
culture, with its rich heritage
and prolound philosophical in-
sights, stands as a testament Lo
the timeless values of inclusive-
ness and global brotherhood.
Through its testivals, rituals,
and teachings, it continues lo
inspire people across the world
to embrace diversity and work
lowards a harmonious global
communily. As we navigate the
complexities of modem life, the
wisdom of Jagannath culture
offers a guiding light, remind-
ing us of our shared humanity
and the imponance of unily in
diversity.
Ph. 8249775817
E-mail :
nifurracharva @rediffmail com™

Pidilite’s Haisha Paints Honours and Celebrates Odisha’s
Artistic Heritage at Annual Jagannath Rath Yatra

Bhubaneshwar, : Haisha
Paints, proudly pdmupult.d in
the annual Jagannath Rath
Yatra to honour Odisha’s rich
artistic tradilions. Haisha
Painls are a range of Painls
by Pidilite Industries. the mak-
ers of prominent brands
Fevicol and Dr. Fixit.Haisha
Paints set up a vibrant stall at
the Rath Yatra, capturing the
atlention of countless devo-
tees. The highlight of the stall
was a lhumb-stamping acliv-
ity that enables devotees to
supporl the cause of arts and
artisans of Odisha: for every
thumb stamp by devolees,
Haisha Paints will donale Lo
the NGO ‘Dedicaled Lo

which
irains the artisans of
Raghurajpur in Pattachitra
arts. Al the evenl, Haisha
Painls announced the launch
of its new colour book that

People Organization,”

highlights distinct art forms of

Odisha, such as Pattachitra,

Chandua, Paper Mache, and
Bandhakala. The book pre-
sents a selection of colours
mspired by Odisha’s collective
heritage and proudly caplures
ils essence.Commenling on
the occasion, Mr. Salil Dalal,
Chiel Business Officer, Con-

struction Chemicals. Haisha
Paints, Pidilite Industries, said,
"We at Pidilite Industries are
honoured to be-a part of the
Jagannath Rath Yalra, a fes-
Lival thal celebrales the spiril
and cultural richness of
Odisha. Throughout the fes-
tivities, our parlicipation was
designed o engage and mean-
inglully contribute (o the com-
munity. The overwhelming
participation and enthusiasm
from the devolees have been
truly heartwarming. We look
forward to continuing our ef-
forts to support and celebrale
the vibrant colourful heritage
of this region."In addition Lo
the thumb-stamping activity,

Haisha Paints organized a
*Spin the Wheel” game, where
participanis could win various
merchandise items such as
tote bags, keychains, and hand
fans. Participants in lhe
thumb-stamping activity could
also nominate themselves for
a lucky draw. On the final day,
a winner was announced Lo
receivie exclusive gifl vouch-
ers on Haisha Painis™ products.
Haisha Paints" parlicipalion in
the Jagannath Rath Yatra not
only celebrated the festival but
also reinlorced the company’s
commilment loengaging with and
oiving back to the commumity, all
while preserving and promoting
Odisha’s rich cultural heritage,
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