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Remembering Padma Shri Kamala Pujart; The Agricultural Icon of Koraput

Padma Shri Kamala Pujari, the
legendary agriculturalist from
the tribal heartland of Koraput,
Odisha, passed away recently,
leaving behind a legacy that will
continue to inspire generations
to come. Her life and work
stand as a testament to the
power of indigenous knowl-
edge, resilience, and the pro-
found impact one individual can
have on their community and
beyond. As a pioneering figure
in the conservation of tradi-
tional crop varieties and sus-
tainable farming practices, Ka-
mala Pujari's contributions have
been instrumental in promoting
food security and agricultural
biodiversity in India.““Early
Life and Inspiration*“‘Kamala
Pujari was born in the early
1940s in the remote Bada
Putanda village of Koraput dis-
trict, Odisha. Belonging to the
Paraja tribe, one of the many
indigenous communities in the
region, she grew up in an envi-
ronment deeply connected to
nature and agriculture. From a
young age, Kamala was in-
volved in farming activities
alongside her family, learning
the traditional methods of cul-
tivation that had been passed
down through generations. This
early exposure to farming ig-
nited a lifelong passion for ag-
riculture and a commitment to
preserving the rich biodiversity
of her homeland.

Despite her lack of formal edu-
cation, Kamala Pujari pos-
sessed a deep understanding of
the land and its needs. She rec-

ognized the importance of tra-
ditional seed varieties, which
were being rapidly replaced by
hybrid and genetically modified
seeds, and understood the
threats posed by these modern
practices to the environment,
food security, and the liveli-
hoods of small farmers.
Contributions to Agriculture and
Biodiversity

Kamala Pujari's most signifi-
cant contribution lies in her tire-
less efforts to conserve and
promote indigenous seed vari-
eties. Over the years, she suc-
cessfully revived several tradi-
tional varieties of rice, includ-
ing the highly nutritious and
drought-resistant Kalajeera,
Machhakanta, and Ganjei,
among others. Her work in-
volved not just cultivating these
seeds but also advocating for
their use among local farmers,
emphasizing the benefits of
these native crops over mod-
ern hybrids.““In a time when
the Green Revolution was
pushing for high-yielding vari-
eties, Kamala Pujari stood as a
beacon for sustainable agricul-
ture. She understood that while
modern seeds might promise
higher yields, they often re-
quired chemical fertilizers and
pesticides, leading to soil deg-
radation and a loss of
biodiversity. Her advocacy for
organic farming and the use of
indigenous seeds was rooted in
a holistic understanding of ag-
riculture—one that respected
the environment and ensured
long-term food security.

Kamala Pujari's work did not
go unnoticed. Her efforts to
conserve traditional crop vari-
eties and promote sustainable
farming earned her recognition
at both the state and national
levels. She became a symbol
of the grassroots movement for
agricultural biodiversity, repre-
senting the voices of indigenous
farmers who were often over-
looked in the national discourse
on agriculture.““Recognition

and Honors“““In 2019, Kamala
Pujari was awarded the Padma
Shri, one of India's highest ci-
vilian honors, in recognition of
her outstanding contributions to
agriculture. This accolade
brought her work into the na-
tional spotlight, highlighting the
importance of traditional knowl-
edge and the need to preserve
indigenous agricultural prac-
tices. The award was not just
a personal achievement for
Kamala Pujari but also a rec-
ognition of the invaluable role
that tribal communities play in
conserving biodiversity and
promoting sustainable devel-
opment. Despite the recogni-

tion, Kamala Pujari remained
a humble and grounded indi-
vidual. She continued to live
in her village, working along-
side her fellow farmers and
sharing her knowledge with
anyone willing to learn. Her
life was a true reflection of
her belief in the power of com-
munity and the importance of
staying connected to one's
roots.““Legacy and
Impact““Kamala Pujari's
legacy extends far beyond her
contributions to agriculture.
She was a symbol of resil-
ience, determination, and the
power of grassroots activism.
Through her work, she dem-
onstrated that traditional
knowledge is not just a relic
of the past but a vital resource
for building a sustainable fu-
ture. Her efforts have in-
spired countless others to take
up the cause of agricultural
conservation, leading to a re-
newed interest in indigenous
seed varieties and organic
farming practices.

The impact of Kamala Pujari's
work is particularly evident in
the Koraput region, where she
helped transform the agricul-
tural landscape. Thanks to her
efforts, many farmers in the
area have returned to using
traditional seeds and organic
farming methods, resulting in
improved soil health, greater
crop diversity, and enhanced
food security. Her work has
also contributed to the conser-
vation of the unique agro-
biodiversity of the Eastern

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

Ghats, a region that is now
recognized as a Global Agri-
cultural Heritage site by the
Food and Agriculture Organi-
z a t i o n
(FAO).“““Conclusion‘““‘Padma
Shri Kamala Pujari's passing
marks the end of an era, but
her legacy will continue to live
on in the fields of Koraput
and in the hearts of those she
inspired. Her life was a tes-
tament to the power of indig-
enous knowledge, the impor-
tance of preserving our natu-
ral heritage, and the impact
that one dedicated individual
can have on their community
and the world. As we remem-
ber her, we are reminded of
the need to protect and pro-
mote the traditional practices
that sustain our environment
and our societies. Kamala
Pujari's work has shown us
that the path to sustainable de-
velopment lies not in abandon-
ing our roots but in nurturing
and celebrating them.
Founder and Working Director,
TRUST - a Science and Environ-
ment Lover Organization
Ph.8249775817

E-mail: niharacharya@redjffinail.com

Kualmani B1swa1’s Art Exhibition “PRATIBIMB” Concludes

New Delhi, : Ace administra-
tor Kulamani Biswal’s solo art
exhibition entitled “Pratibimb”’
attained astounding success in
the art circle of National Capi-
tal. The Five days long exhibi-
tion at Open Palm Court Gal-
lery in India Habitat Centre wit-
nessed foot fallings of hundreds
of eminent figures from Cor-
porate, Bureaucracy and art
world. Around 40 selected
paintings of Shri Biswal based
on themes like apostle of peace
Gautam Buddha,highest temple
of justice Supreme Court, su-
preme personality Mahatama
Gandhi, Human facets of PM
Narendra Modi, splendid land-
scapes and elegancy of wom-
anhood were displayed in the
exhibition. Both the discriminat-

ing culture critics and common
art lovers of New delhi highly
appreciated the creative genius
and immaculate art works of
Shri Biswal. Attending as Chief
Guest during the closing cer-
emony of the exhibition Former
Chief information Commis-
sioner of India Satyananda
Mishra described the paintings

of Shri Biswal as magnificent
and mesmerising. The Guests
of Honour of the concluding
evening like senior Bureaucrat
S.N.Tripathy, DG of competi-
tion commission of India
Anshuman Patnaik, ICICI
Bank’s Government Business
Head Mayank Bhargava and
IREDA’s Director Finance

Bijay Mohanty complemented
Shri Biswal for his awesome
achievements as a painter.
Other distinguished
dignitaries,who attended the ex-
hibition in other days include
Former CMD of NTPC Arup
Roy Chowdhury, Chairman of
Coal India Limited P.M.Prasad,
General Manager of NLC
Ratna Chaudhary, Executive
Director of NTPC Aditya Dhar,
Former CGM of NTPC Shri
Ratnesh and Former CGM of
NTPC Alka Sehgal. Comment-
ing to Media on the popularity
of the exhibition, shri Biswal
expressed his gratitude to the
art promoters and his well wish-
ers. The exhibition was hosted
on a noble mission, he in-
formed. The proceeds out of

the sale of the paintings will be
utilised for the development of
the school he has adopted in his
village and to grant scholar-
ships to the poor meritorious
students in that school, Shri
Biswal declared. Prominent
personalities attended the Five
days long Mega Event include
Shri Biswal’s wife Minati
Biswal, Chairman, World
Odisha Society Kishore
Dwibedi, Director, Odia
Mahamanch Gobardhan Dhal,
Senior Administrator Debendra
Majhi, Narendra Kumar Bar,
WOS’s Women’s Wing Vice
President Reeta Patra, Cultural
General Secretary Kaveri
Behera, Saroj Panigrahi,
Laxmipriya Ojha, Shivaji Patra
and Biswajit Barik.
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Hearing Care

=» Apraxia Therapy

SK Speech &

Plot No-604, Rasulgarh, Infront of Utkalika, Bhubaneswar-10
M: 9776542425, 8144691369

We Provided : o,

s i w@*)
=» Special Education i ‘
= Speech and Language Therapy E

=p AVT (Auditory Verbal Therapy)
=» Voice and laryngectomy Therapy

wp Stuttering & Stammering Therapy
= Hearing Assessment and Hearing Aid

& Cure Centre

WE PROVIDE SERVICES AT HOME FOR RETIRED,
OLD AGE PERSONS FROM 10 AM TO 9 PM
ONLY BY PRIOR APPOINTMENT

WE PROVIDE BEST GUIDANCE, CONSULTATION & SUPERVISION
1. EXPERIENCED THERAPIST
2. ADVANCED DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY (HEARING AID FITTING &
SPEECH EVALUATION)
3. BEST DOCUMENTATION
BEST SOLUTION TO ALL TYPES OF COMMUNICATION DISORDERS
SUCH AS HEARING IMPAIRMENT, AUTISM, CP, ID ETC.

YOUR TREATMENT IS OUR FIRST PRIORITY

50 BOOK AN APPOINTMENT & AVAIL THE WORLD'S BEST QUALITY MANAGEMENT
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