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Scientiﬁc Temper: A Pillar of Rational Progress

Scientific temper is a concept
that transcends the boundaries
of science and extends into the
very fabric of society. It is the
application of a logical and ra-
tional approach to understand-
ing the world around us, an ap-
proach that fosters inquiry,
skepticism, and open-
mindedness. Coined by India’s
first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, the term underscores
the importance of fostering a
mindset that is not just scien-
tific in nature but also critical
and questioning in everyday life.
The Essence of Scientific Tem-
per At its core, scientific tem-
per is about developing a
mindset that values evidence
over conjecture, reason over
superstition, and inquiry over
blind acceptance. It is not lim-
ited to scientists or academics
but is a universal trait that can
and should be cultivated by ev-
ery individual. This mindset
encourages people to ask ques-
tions, seek evidence, and make
decisions based on logic rather
than emotion or tradition.*“In a
broader sense, scientific tem-
per is about fostering a culture
where ideas are tested and de-
bated rather than accepted un-
questioningly. It promotes the
idea that knowledge is provi-
sional, always open to revision
in light of new evidence. This
attitude is essential not only in
scientific research but also in
daily life, where decisions of-
ten have far-reaching conse-
quences.

The Role of Scientific Temper
in Society

Scientific temper plays a cru-
cial role in the progress of so-
ciety. It helps to combat the

spread of misinformation and
superstition, which can have
detrimental effects on both in-
dividual lives and society as a
whole. For instance, in the con-
text of health, a lack of scien-
tific temper can lead to the
spread of pseudoscientific be-
liefs, such as the rejection of
vaccines, which poses a seri-
ous threat to public

health.““Moreover, scientific
temper fosters innovation and

creativity. By encouraging a
questioning attitude, it allows
for the exploration of new ideas
and the development of new
technologies. This has been the
driving force behind many of
the advancements in science
and technology that have trans-
formed our world. From the
development of life-saving
medicines to the creation of the
internet, scientific temper has
been at the heart of these in-
novations.

In governance, the application
of scientific temper can lead to
more informed and effective
policies. When decisions are
based on evidence and reason
rather than ideology or popu-

lism, they are more likely to be
effective and sustainable. This
is particularly important in ar-
eas such as environmental
policy, where decisions have
long-term impacts on the planet
and future generations.“““The
Intersection of Science and
Spirituality*“““‘In the Indian con-
text, the concept of scientific
temper is often seen as being
at odds with spiritual beliefs.
However, this is a misconcep-

tion. Many of the ancient texts,
such as the Vedas and the
Upanishads, encourage inquiry
and the pursuit of knowledge.
They advocate for a balance
between spiritual wisdom and
rational thought, suggesting that
the two can coexist and even
complement each other.“*“For
instance, the Bhagavad Gita, a
revered text in Hindu philoso-
phy, encourages the pursuit of
knowledge and understanding.
It speaks of the importance of
discerning the real from the
unreal and urges individuals to
seek the truth through intro-
spection and contemplation.
This is not far removed from
the principles of scientific tem-

per, which also values the pur-
suit of truth and
understanding.“Na Hi Gyanen
Sadrusam Pabitra Miha bidyate
- meaning "there is nothing as
sublime and pure as knowl-
edge" - this verse of Gita (4/
38) clearly promotes
knowledge.““By integrating
scientific temper with spiritual
wisdom, individuals can de-
velop a holistic approach to life,
where rational thinking is not

seen as a threat to spiritual be-
liefs but rather as a tool to en-
hance and deepen one’s under-
standing of the world.
Challenges in Cultivating Sci-
entific Temper

Despite its importance, cultivat-
ing scientific temper is not with-
out challenges. One of the big-
gest obstacles is the prevalence
of superstition and dogma in so-
ciety. Many people are reluc-
tant to question long-held be-
liefs, either due to cultural pres-
sures or fear of the unknown.
Additionally, the rise of misin-
formation, particularly on social
media, has made it easier for
pseudoscientific ideas to
spread. Education plays a cru-

Nihar Ranjan Acharya
cial role in overcoming these
challenges. A curriculum that
emphasizes critical thinking,
logical reasoning, and evi-
dence-based learning can help
to foster scientific temper from
ayoung age. Additionally, pub-
lic awareness campaigns can
help to demystify science and
make it more accessible to the
general public.

Conclusion

Scientific temper is more than
just an intellectual pursuit; it is
a way of life. It encourages a
rational approach to under-
standing the world, promotes
innovation, and fosters informed
decision-making. In a world in-
creasingly dominated by misin-
formation and superstition, the
need for scientific temper has
never been greater. By cultivat-
ing this mindset, we can build a
society that is not only more in-
formed but also more just, eq-
uitable, and progressive. The
integration of scientific temper
with spiritual wisdom can fur-
ther enhance our understand-
ing of the world, leading to a
more harmonious and enlight-
ened existence.

Founder and Working Director,
TRUST - a Science and Environ-
ment Lover Organization
Ph.8249775817

E-mail: niharacharya@redjffinail.com

NTPC Dulanga

Sundargarh: NTPC Dulanga
marked the 78th Independence
Day with great splendor, reflect-
ing the spirit of patriotism and
commitment to national progress.
The event commenced with the
hoisting of the Indian National
Flag by Shri Brij Raj Prasoon,
Head of Project, NTPC
Dulanga, followed by the rendi-
tion of the National Anthem, as
all employees and associate staff
stood in unison to honor the
nation.In his address, Shri Brij
Raj Prasoon paid homage to the
bravery and courage of the free-
dom fighters who laid the foun-
dation for India’s independence.

Celebrates 78th

Independence Day with Grandeur and Pride

; ' . i A g
He further emphas1zed NTPC S
significant achievements, high-
lighting the company's growth
trajectory with over 76 MW of
installed capacity. Shri Prasoon
also shared NTPC's latest initia-

tives in the fields of innovation
and sustainability, and provided
insights into the company's over-
all growth. Notably, he mentioned
the record production milestones
achieved by NTPC Mining Lim-

ited .Adding to the list of accom-
plishments, Shri Prasoon con-
gratulated the employees of
NTPC Dulanga for their con-
tinuous excellence, as the project
secured a 5-star rating for the
fourth consecutive year. He also
lauded the team for achieving
PRCfor the second time, winning
the prestigious FIMI CSR Spe-
cial Award, and earning the MSA
2024 Best Stall Award in Coal
Mining.On this special occasion,
Shri Prasoon recognized the ex-
ceptional contributions of em-
ployees by presenting them with
Meritorious Awards, Health
Champion Awards, and prizes for

various competitions held in
honor of the day. Smt. Kavita
Saxena, President of Prerana
Ladies Club, graced the event
with her presence. Alongside the
members of the Prerana Ladies
Club, she participated in the
"Triveni Plantation' ceremony,
planting Badgad, Neem, and
Peepal trees. This initiative sym-
bolized the importance of
sustainability and NTPC's com-
mitment to fostering aClean and
Green India.xThe celebration
concluded on a high note, rein-
forcing NTPC Dulanga’s dedi-
cation to national development
and environmental stewardship.
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We Provided :

=» Special Education

=» Apraxia Therapy

SK Speech &
Hearing Care & Cure Centre

Plot No-604, Rasulgarh, Infront of Utkalika, Bhubaneswar-10
M: 9776542425, 8144691369

= Speech and Language Therapy
=p AVT (Auditory Verbal Therapy)
=» Voice and laryngectomy Therapy

wp Stuttering & Stammering Therapy
= Hearing Assessment and Hearing Aid
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WE PROVIDE SERVICES AT HOME FOR RETIRED,
OLD AGE PERSONS FROM 10 AM TO 9 PM
ONLY BY PRIOR APPOINTMENT

WE PROVIDE BEST GUIDANCE, CONSULTATION & SUPERVISION
1. EXPERIENCED THERAPIST
2. ADVANCED DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY (HEARING AID FITTING &
SPEECH EVALUATION)
3. BEST DOCUMENTATION
BEST SOLUTION TO ALL TYPES OF COMMUNICATION DISORDERS
SUCH AS HEARING IMPAIRMENT, AUTISM, CP, ID ETC.

YOUR TREATMENT IS OUR FIRST PRIORITY

50 BOOK AN APPOINTMENT & AVAIL THE WORLD'S BEST QUALITY MANAGEMENT
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