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Union Minister of Steel confers security personnel
of JSL with ISA's Gender Diversity award

=i

Bhubaneswar, : The Indian
Steel Association (ISA) today
conferred the prestigious
‘Wings of Steel” award to Ms
Sagarika Soren, a member of
the Commando team of the
Security department of Jindal
Stainless’ Jajpur plant, under
the ‘Gender and Diversity’ cat-
egory. Steel Secretary, Mr
Nagendra Nath Sinha, pre-
sented her the award for her
leadership and pioneering
mindset and for being an inspi-
ration for many in the 5th edi-
tion of the Indian Steel Con-
clave held in New Delhi. Addi-
tionally, Ms Soren was
honoured with the Jury's Spe-
cial Award by the Union Min-
ister of Heavy Industries and
Steel, Mr HD Kumaraswamy,
for her determination and re-
silience in overcoming
adversity.Ms Soren began her
journey as a housekeeping
staff in Jindal Stainless’ Jajpur
plant. Her remarkable leader-

ship qualities and commitment
to excellence propelled her to
the elite commando team. Born
and raised in the Budhi Khumari
village of Mayurbhanj, Odisha,
Ms Soren had to discontinue
her studies after matriculation
to support her family finan-
cially. Despite the setback, she
persevered. Her keen eye for

TSF, NINL and Local Health Authorities partner to
enhance eye care services n Kalinganagar

Kalinganagar : To ensure ac-
cessible healthcare against pre-
ventable blindness and improve
the quality of eye care services
in the Danagadi and Sukinda
region, Tata Steel Foundation
along with Neelachal Ispat
Nigam (NINL) organised a
‘Convergence Meeting’ at Ho-
tel Ginger, Kalinganagar on
Wednesday. The meeting was
attended by key
health stakeholders,
including Dr
Sibashis Moharana,
Chief District Medi-
cal Officer, Jajpur,
representatives

from the District RSE=8

Blind Control Soci- &

ety (DBCS), and
leading eye hospitals
of the region including Krishna
Eye Hospital, Bhoomika Eye
Hospital, Sushruta Hospital and
Maroof Eye & Multispeciality
HospitalDuring the meeting,
participants discussed strate-
gies to enhance the eye health
programme for school children,
identify Retinopathy of Prema-
turity (ROP) cases, and provide
training to Angan wadi Work-
ers (AWW), Auxiliary Nurse
Midwives (ANM), and Ac-

credited Social Health Activists
(ASHA) on common eye
ailments.A key outcome of the
discussion was the proposal to
form a ‘Steering Committee’
comprising representatives
from DBCS, all local eye hos-
pitals, and medical officers
from Danagadi and Sukinda
blocks to efficiently monitor
cataract cases and oversee

screening efforts.Till date, Tata
Steel Foundation has facilitated
2,739 screenings for cataract
this year across Danagadi and
Sukinda blocks, identifying 401
cataract cases. Of these, TSF
has enabled successful surger-
ies for 330 individuals, demon-
strating its commitment to im-
proving eye health care in the
region while shaping avenues
for a transformed, inclusive to-
MOITOW.

detail and dedication quickly
earned her recognition, leading
to two awards for outstanding
performance. Her leadership
qualities and discipline were
soon noticed, paving the way
for her training as a security
staff in the commando
team.Beyond her professional
responsibilities, Ms Soren is

Ihe LaLil, New vem

deeply committed to her com-
munity. She spends her free
time educating children in her
village, sharing her knowledge
and skills.Commending the
awardee, Managing Director,
Jindal Stainless, Mr Abhyuday
Jindal, said, "It's an honour to
see Ms Soren recognised by the
ISA. Her dedication, leader-

ship, and courage are inspiring.
At Jindal Stainless, we believe
women can achieve great
heights when given the oppor-
tunity. We're committed to cre-
ating a workplace where
women feel empowered to pur-
sue their goals and make a posi-
tive impact."On receiving the
award,Ms Soren said, "Receiv-
ing this prestigious award is a
great achievement for me. It's
a testament to the belief that
women can excel in any field,
regardless of their background.
I'm incredibly grateful for the
support and opportunities I've
received at Jindal Stainless, and
I'm committed to inspiring oth-
ers to pursue their passions with
courage and determination. The
ISA has emerged as a platform
for the Indian iron and steel in-
dustry that facilitates issues, con-
cerns and challenges common
to its members with government
and other stakeholders within
and outside India.

East Coast Rallway Signs MoU with SBI to
Enhance Financial Security for Employees

Bhubaneswar : In a landmark
initiative aimed at improving the
financial security of its employ-
ees, East Coast Railway
(ECoR) has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with the State Bank of
India (SBI). This agreement
introduces a range of exclusive
financial benefits and services
tailored to the needs of ECoR’s
vast workforce. The MoU cov-
ers ECoR's 59,762 serving em-
ployees across its three divi-
sions: Khurda Road, Waltair,
Sambalpur, and the
Mancheswar workshop. Ap-
proximately 76% of the
workforce, translating to
45,419 employees who have
their salary accounts in SBI will
benefit from this agreement.
Key highlights of the MoU in-
clude

Targeted to benefit the
workforce of about 37500 nos.
engaged in field level safety,
maintenance and operations,
including trackmen, signal
maintainers, technicians, RPF
staff, loco pilots, guards, and
other employees.
The event was attended by se-
nior officials from both ECoR

and SBI. ECoR General Man-
ager Shri Parmeshwar
Funkwal and SBI
Bhubaneswar Circle Chief
General Manager led the pro-
ceedings. Both heads empha-
sized the significance of this
collaboration, underscoring
their shared commitment to
employee welfare.“This MoU
is not merely an agreement; it
is a testament to our dedication
to enhancing the overall well-
being of our employees.
Partnering with SBI enables us
to provide comprehensive fi-
nancial security that offer
peace of mind and effective fi-
nancial management for our
workforce,” stated Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal.

In addition to these benefits, the
MoU introduces personalized
banking services, streamlined
loan processing, and dedicated
customer support for ECoR
employees. This reflects a ho-
listic approach to financial se-
curity, ensuring that employees
can manage their finances with
ease and confidence.Through
this agreement, East Coast
Railway continues to lead the
way in employee welfare, set-
ting new standards for innova-
tion and care for its extended
railway family. The partnership
with SBI is expected to pave
the way for future initiatives
that will further enhance the
quality of life for ECoR's em-
ployees.
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