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Building a Greener Future: The Dream of a Forest City i India

As climate concerns rise
worldwide, the urgency to re-
think our cities has become
more pressing than ever.
Countries across the globe are
exploring innovative ways to
tackle pollution, improve air
quality, and create sustainable
living spaces. China’s recent
initiative to construct a “for-
est city” stands as a testament
to this vision, showcasing how
nature and urban life can co-
exist harmoniously. This ambi-
tious project blends cutting-
edge urban planning with green
infrastructure, aiming to create
a city that breathes—a place
where green spaces aren’t just
ornamental, but integral to the
city’s life and health.

The question that now arises
is: could such an idea flourish
here in India? And if so, can
our government take up the
challenge to build a city that
redefines sustainable living?
China’s Forest City: A
Model of Sustainable Living
China's forest city is designed
to be more than just a city; it’s
aliving, breathing ecosystem.
Envisioned with green roofs,
tree-lined streets, and vertical
gardens, this project integrates
vegetation into every aspect
of urban architecture. In this
city, pollution is actively ab-
sorbed by plants, air quality is
consistently improved, and
residents live closer to nature.
Each building in this unique
landscape is designed to in-
corporate plants and trees, al-
lowing for carbon dioxide ab-
sorption and oxygen produc-
tion—resulting in an environ-

ment that promotes health and
well-being.

With such an advanced model
of urban greening, China sets
a new benchmark, highlight-
ing how cities can be built to
support both people and the
planet. While we’ve seen a
few examples of green build-
ings and urban parks here in
India, a forest city would be a
true game-changer for us,
showcasing a vision of cities

residential and commercial
building could contribute to the
fight against climate change.
Creating a forest city in India
would require commitment on
multiple fronts—innovative
urban planning, government
support, and the will to rede-
fine traditional city planning.
It’s a bold step, but if our gov-
ernment took the leap, the
impact could be transforma-
tive. Not only would it mean

China is constructing the world's
first forest city where all buildings
are covered in million plants and
trees to tackle global warming and
air pollution.

as partners in environmental
restoration, not just centers of
consumption.

Could India Embrace the
Forest City Model?

India faces some of the
world’s most pressing envi-
ronmental challenges, from
high pollution levels to dwin-
dling green spaces. Our cities
are growing rapidly, often at
the expense of forests, wet-
lands, and other natural habi-
tats. Imagine if, instead of ex-
panding cities horizontally, we
could create vertical forests
and green rooftops in every
urban area. Imagine if every

better air quality and a boost
to biodiversity, but it could also
provide valuable green jobs,
improve urban resilience to
climate extremes, and inspire
communities to take environ-
mental protection more seri-
ously.

The Benefits of a Forest
City for India

The potential benefits of a for-
est city in India are far-reach-
ing:

- Improved Air Quality: By
incorporating green spaces
into every part of the city, pol-
lution could be significantly
reduced. Plants would absorb

pollutants and produce oxy-
gen, making the air cleaner
and healthier.

Boost to Biodiversity: With
more trees, plants, and green
spaces, a forest city could
become a refuge for birds,
bees, and other wildlife, help-
ing to restore the natural bal-
ance in urban areas.

Climate Resilience: A for-
est city could better withstand
extreme weather events like
floods and heatwaves. Trees
and green roofs can reduce
urban temperatures, helping to
combat the urban heat island
effect.

Enhanced Quality of Life:
Living closer to nature is
shown to improve mental and
physical well-being. A city de-
signed to nurture green spaces
would offer a peaceful,
healthy environment for its
residents.

Green Jobs and Economic
Growth: Developing and
maintaining a forest city would
require skills in green archi-
tecture, horticulture, and sus-
tainable planning, creating a
demand for jobs and contrib-
uting to economic growth.

A Call to Action: Building
a Greener Future for Gen-
erations to Come

Creating a forest city in India
isn’t just a dream—it’s a ne-
cessity if we’re to confront
our environmental challenges
head-on. To make this dream
areality, the government must
lead the way by fostering pub-
lic-private partnerships, sup-
porting green infrastructure,
and providing incentives for

Nihar Ranjan Acharya
eco-friendly development. We
need urban planners, archi-
tects, environmentalists, and
citizens to come together,
united by the vision of a city
that serves both its people and
the planet.

India’s journey toward
sustainability requires bold
steps. Our cities must evolve
from concrete jungles to vi-
brant ecosystems that nourish
the earth and all its inhabitants.
It’s time we reimagine our
urban spaces, creating cities
that reflect the harmony and
beauty of nature.

A forest city is more than a
place to live—it’s a beacon of
hope, a testament to human
ingenuity, and a commitment
to the generations that follow.
If China can build a forest city,
why can’t we? By investing
in such a vision, we can build
a future where cities are not
burdens on nature, but thriv-
ing extensions of it. Let us call
on our government and our
communities to embrace this
challenge and create a sus-
tainable legacy we can be
proud of.

Founder, TRUST - a 'Science and
Environment Lover' Organization
“Ph. 8249775817

E-mail : nihar.acharyal 973@gmail.com

Vedanta’s Kalinga Lancers ready for action as HIL 2024 schedule 1s announced

Bhubaneswar, :Vedanta’s
Kalinga Lancers are set to
begin their journey with a pow-
erful lineup and a well-struc-
tured game plan as the much-
awaited Hockey India League
(HIL) arrives after the hiatus
of seven years. The team,after
dominating the player auction
by securing international stars
and emerging local talent, is
now gearing up for some of the

most anticipated matches of
the season as the schedule is
announced. The coveted
league, which will run from
28th December 2024 to Ist
February 2025, brings together
eight fierce teams competing for
the coveted HIL championship
title across iconic venues in
Rourkela and Ranchi. The
Kalinga Lancers will kick off
their campaign on December 30,

2024, in Rourkela, against UP
Rudras. With matches stacked
against formidable opponents like
the Tamil Nadu Dragons, Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers, and Delhi
SG Pipers, the team has a chal-
lenging but promising path
ahead. The squad, which in-
cludes seasoned players like
Krishan B Pathak, Aran
Zalewski, and Alexander
Hendrickx, along with rising In-

dian talents like Rosan Kujur and
Mukesh Toppo, are expected to
deliver a stellar performance
throughout the tournament.
Commenting on the finalization
of the schedule, Sunil Gupta,
COO of Vedanta Aluminium,
said, "This is a pivotal moment
not just for the Kalinga Lancers
but for hockey in Odisha and
India as a whole. With a solid
squad and a strategic roadmap

in place, we are excited to com-
pete in front of passionate fans,
especially at our homeground in
Rourkela. Our mission is to in-
spire and bring back the fervour
for hockey in this region while
striving for victory in every
match." Under the guidance of
experienced supporting staff, the
Kalinga Lancers will focus on
dynamic, fast-paced gameplay
combined with tactical discipline.
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