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Public Service: Between Ideals and Realities

All over the country, there is a
story that keeps on being re-
played in our minds and senti-
ments. Such protagonists often
are born from a poor back-
ground and succeed in crush-
ing the barrier of life to pass
very difficult civil service ex-
ams and occupy positions at
block, district& state levels.
They have become the inspi-
ration for many people who
believe that through determina-
tion, one can overcome any
challenge.

But then, an instance of con-
gratulations, community acco-
lade or any other moment
when one finds his/herself at
the centre of media attention
should be more than just a per-
sonal achievement. This hope
carries with it a lot of profound
meaning and deeper expecta-
tion for improvement in
tomorrow's lives which is
quicker justice delivery system
as well as maintaining an un-
tarnished spirit of service to
humanity which is void of all
corruption. Unfortunately
though, such individuals after
some time may not live by this
standard as before, this is usu-
ally due to allegations of mis-
conduct& corruptions over-
shadowing their initial stories.
Before one can fully under-
stand whether their noble inten-
tions are misinterpreted or mis-
understood through this
changeover, it is necessary to
look at where they step into
once they assume these of-
fices, intricate bureaucratic
machinery. But this system is
far from fresh start, it has its
baggage in terms of time
honoured practices. Some are
good traditions while others
unfortunately tend towards iffy
ones. The pull exerted by this

momentum does not justify
graft but rather explains why
so many different faces
emerge from a single person
At the first glance, financial
implications might seem simple.
In particular, a government pay
is considered to be enough es-
pecially for those in officer po-
sitions. However, under this
surface lies many unforeseen
costs. This undercover police
inspector from the coastal
Odisha state also revealed that
there are often hidden ex-
penses intertwined with their
official duties. Starting from the
obligation to entertain and main-
tain certain standards of living
because of their status to more
subtle costs like unspoken 'quo-
tas' imposed on them by se-
niors. These are not just any
other unnecessary expenses
but they are rather tied to what
is expected of them in most
cases.

However, it is not all about
money when it comes to this
kind of work environment, on
top of that, working conditions
for such officers can be even
more daunting as well. Daily
these people have to find out
ways around factors such as
expectations from senior offic-
ers, local politicians' demands
and pressure mounted upon
them by influential individuals
around them. Rather than lib-
erating them as individual
agents of change, the system
tends to integrate them into a
complex network where they
become mere pawns or cogs
who form part of the bigger
machinery. For instance, it's
undeniable that the case of a
contract engineer in block of-
fice represents this situation
perfectly since he/ she depends
on various power players de-

spite having little official con-
trol over anything there.
These organizations are highly
hierarchical, which adds an-
other level of complexity. The
weight of such pressures can-
not be felt only at the bottom
levels but it flows from up and
down such that it affects all lev-
els of the bureaucracy. Most
even senior officers that can be
said to have autonomy always
find themselves caught in a
web of obligations and compro-
mises.

Given this, one important ques-
tion arises, is it fair to place the
burden on these few junior of-
ficers whose backgrounds are
from humble beginnings? On
one hand, idealism pictures a
picture of unflinching moral
character while pragmatism
accepts the huge impact of ex-
ternal forces.

Moving forward calls for more
than just identifying what is
wrong with our systems. We
must as a society unite behind the
clarion call for holistic reforms.
Internal audits, strengthened vigi-
lance mechanisms and commit-
ment to transparency would rep-
resent good beginnings. How-
ever, while punitive measures
were necessary; they are only
part of the larger solution.

The pursuit for change that
impacts hinges on systemic al-
terations throughout an organi-
zation. Therefore, salary re-
views, well defined roles and
responsibilities which are trans-
parently linked to actual field re-
quirements can aid in stemming
corruption among some staff
members who may feel vulner-
able without specific benefits
tailored to their positions or
jobs. Finally, financial security
remains a pivotal foundation on
which many professional deci-

sions, ethical or otherwise, are
made.

Moreover, it's important to re-
member that corruption isn't a
standalone vice, it is frequently
a symptom of a deeper malaise
that impacts our bureaucratic
machinery. There exists an
overarching need to dissect and
mission the very ethos and tra-
ditions which have been al-
lowed to fester inside our ad-
ministrative structures. While a
lot of those customs would pos-
sibly seem benign or have even
performed 'necessary evil'
popularity over time, their very
lifestyles serves as a breeding
floor for larger transgressions.
Empowerment of the citizenry
is another pivotal step toward
establishing responsibility and
promoting integrity. By grant-
ing residents the equipment to
call for transparency and main-
tain officers responsible, we
domesticate an surroundings
wherein public servants are
consistently reminded in their
primary commitment, carrier to
the human beings. Further-
more, spotting and lauding of-
ficers who keep their dedica-
tion to integrity, even within the
face of adversity, can function
a powerful deterrent to corrup-
tion. Highlighting their stories,
demanding situations, and
achievements creates a
counter,narrative that cel-
ebrates honesty and persever-
ance.

Reform have to also look be-
yond the individual and address
institutional frameworks.
Mentorship applications may be
established wherein pro offi-
cials with unblemished infor-
mation manual inexperienced
persons, helping them navigate
the treacherous waters of bu-
reaucracy with out compromis-

N. A. Shah Ansari

ing their principles. Additionally,
periodic schooling periods cen-
tered on ethics, stress manage-
ment, and public relations can
equip officials with the abilities
they want to tackle the myriad
demanding situations they
come upon.

Furthermore, generation offers
promising avenues to diminish
corruption. Digital platforms
can be designed to minimize
human interference in methods
that have traditionally been cor-
ruption hotspots. Public carrier
shipping mechanisms, as an in-
stance, can be moved on-line,
ensuring that offerings reach the
supposed beneficiaries without
any 'below,the,desk’ transac-
tions.

The adventure towards a
cleaner, extra green, and more
obvious administrative gadget
is absolutely fraught with chal-
lenges. But with collaborative
efforts from the general pub-
lic, the bureaucracy, and soci-
etal stakeholders, it's a vision
that may be realized. Each of-
ficer who upholds their dedica-
tion to integrity, every citizen
who demands duty, and every
coverage change that prioritizes
transparency brings us a step
towards that ideal. It's a non-
stop journey, one which calls for
unwavering commitment and
collective responsibility, but the
give up intention - a machine in
which officers serve with un-
yielding willpower and integrity,
no matter their origins - is a
dream worth striving for.

(N. A. Shah Ansari is a senior
journalist, community media
expert, broadcaster, media edu-
cator, and author with a deep
commitment to insightful re-
porting and media literacy.)
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Jatni (vov): On November 9,
2024, the observance of Na-
tional Legal Services Day, or-
ganized by TheTaluk Legal
Services Committee, Jatni In
collaboration with Centurion
university, School of law, made
asignificant impact in our com-
munity. This important event
brought together a distinguished
panel, including Smt. Hitashree
Behera CJ(JD)-cum JMFC,
Jatni, Shri.BisworanjanBehera,
A.D.J., Kodala, Shri.
Himanshu Sekhar Singh,
IstA.D.J., Bolangir and Shri.
Sidharta Sahoo, Judge, Family
Court, Bargarh, the Chairman
of the Jatni Bar Association,
prominent Advocates from the

Dendrophile

“In a world dominated by tech-
nology, rapid urbanization, and
concrete structures, the term
"dendrophile" shines as a re-
minder of humanity’s deep-
rooted connection with nature.
A dendrophile is a person who
has an immense love for trees,
finding peace, joy, and inspira-
tion in their presence. For
dendrophiles, trees are more
than just plants; they are com-
panions, symbols of resilience,
and keepers of ancient wisdom.
The Origin and Meaning of
Dendrophilia

The word “dendrophile” origi-
nates from the Greek words
dendron, meaning “tree,” and
philia, meaning “love” or “af-
finity for.” This term describes
people who feel a profound
emotional and spiritual connec-
tion with trees and forests.
Dendrophiles may be drawn to
the lush canopy of ancient
woodlands, the towering mag-
nificence of a single oak, or the
simple beauty of a blooming
fruit tree. For them, trees are
sources of solace, wisdom, and
a grounding force in their lives.
The Role of Trees in Human
Culture and Psychology
Throughout history, trees have
held an important place in my-
thology, religion, and folklore
across cultures. The Bodhi
tree, under which the Buddha
attained enlightenment, the sa-
cred banyans of India, and the
majestic redwoods of Califor-
nia are just a few examples of
trees that have shaped human
spiritual beliefs. Trees symbol-
ize endurance, strength, life, and
interconnectedness, qualities
that resonate deeply with
dendrophiles.

In terms of psychology, studies
reveal that spending time

Jatni Court, faculty represen-
tatives, Dean Dr. Pallab Das
from the School of Law along
with Pro VC Dr. Ajay Nayak
and dedicated legal aid volun-
teers from local villages in Jatni.
The program was carefully
crafted to elevate legal aware-
ness among participants, ad-

The Love for Trees and Its

around trees or even viewing
them from afar can reduce
stress, improve mood, and en-
hance mental well-being. This
phenomenon, known as "forest
bathing" or shinrin-yoku in
Japanese, has been scientifi-
cally proven to reduce levels of
cortisol, the stress hormone, and
increase feelings of calm. For
dendrophiles, trees are thera-
peutic. Simply being in their
presence can elevate one's
state of mind, fostering a sense
of harmony and balance.
Characteristics of Dendrophiles
Dendrophiles may display
some or all of the following
characteristics:

] Yendi _)]')lliie?-_'

A person who loves trees and

forests.

1. A Love for Outdoor Spaces:
Dendrophiles often seek out
parks, forests, or even tree-lined
streets for a sense of connec-
tion with nature. They might
spend weekends hiking in wood-
lands or prefer to live in areas
with plenty of green space.

2. Environmental Advocacy:
Many dendrophiles are strong
advocates for environmental
preservation, tree planting, and
forest conservation. They are
deeply concerned about defor-
estation and climate change,
recognizing the vital role trees
play in maintaining ecological
balance.

3. Emotional Connection:
Dendrophiles may feel an emo-
tional response when around

dressing crucial topics such as
the Legal Services Authority
Act of 1987, LokAdalat, me-
diation, Permanent LokAdalat,
and the Nyaya Sanjog initiative.
Students actively engaged in
the discussions, demonstrating
their commitment to legal lit-
eracy and community involve-

trees. Some might even feel a
bond with specific trees, like
one they grew up with or an
ancient tree they encountered
on their travels. Trees are seen
as friends, teachers, or even
guardians.

4. Interest in Botany or For-
estry: Dendrophiles often take
akeen interest in learning about
different tree species, their
growth patterns, and their eco-
logical importance. This might
lead them to pursue careers or
hobbies in botany, forestry, or
conservation.

Why Do Some People Become
Dendrophiles?

The reasons behind
2 dendrophilia are as di-
verse as the trees
themselves. For some,
it is the aesthetic
beauty of trees—their
textures, colors, and
forms—that capti-
vates them. For oth-
ers, the peaceful still-
ness trees embody of-
fers an escape from
the chaotic rhythms of mod-
ern life. Scientific theories
suggest that humans have an
innate preference for natural
settings, a concept known as
biophilia, which might explain
why some people are natu-
rally inclined to love trees.
Additionally, trees provide shel-
ter, shade, oxygen, and food;
they are life-givers and
sustainers, and a natural affin-
ity for them may be deeply
embedded in our evolutionary
past. The towering presence of
a tree, its roots reaching deep
into the earth while its branches
stretch skyward, may remind
dendrophiles of their own aspi-
rations for growth, resilience,
and a grounded connection to
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ment. Their enthusiasm high-
lighted the importance of equi-
table access to legal services
and the effectiveness of alter-
native dispute resolution meth-
ods in achieving justice.

The overwhelmingly positive
feedback from attendees under-
scored the event's success in

enhancing understanding of legal
rights and available services. This
initiative exemplifies a robust
commitment to empowering in-
dividuals through education and
preparing them to navigate the
legal landscape confidently.
Moving forward, we plan to
build on this momentum with
additional initiatives and follow-
up sessions, fostering ongoing
collaboration among local legal
practitioners, educators, and
volunteers. The organizing
committee extends its heartfelt
gratitude to all participants and
contributors, whose collective
efforts made this observance a
remarkable achievement for
our community.

Deep-Rooted Significance

the world.

The Role of Dendrophiles in
Conservation

Dendrophiles often play a vital
role in conservation efforts.
Their love for trees translates
into action, inspiring initiatives
for tree planting, forest preser-
vation, and educational pro-
grams that raise awareness
about the importance of trees
in combating climate change
and sustaining biodiversity. By
fostering a personal connection
with trees, dendrophiles moti-
vate others to appreciate, pro-
tect, and nurture the world’s
forests.

Cultivating a Dendrophile
Lifestyle

Being a dendrophile goes be-
yond simply admiring trees; it
involves adopting a lifestyle that
respects and nurtures the natu-
ral world. Here are some ways
to cultivate a dendrophile
lifestyle:

- Plant Trees: Participate in or
organize tree-planting events.
Planting trees not only benefits
the environment but also fos-
ters a sense of accomplishment
and contribution.

- Spend Time in Nature: Regu-
larly visit parks, forests, or bo-
tanical gardens. Simply being
around trees can enhance well-
being and deepen one’s appre-
ciation for the natural world.

- Educate Yourself: Learn
about native tree species, their
ecosystems, and the benefits
they provide. Understanding
the role of trees in biodiversity
and climate stability adds depth
to one’s love for them.

- Advocate for Conservation:
Get involved in campaigns
against deforestation or support
organizations that work to pro-
tect forests. Sharing your love

Nihar Ranjan Aharya

for trees with others can help
create a wider network of sup-
port for conservation.

- Create a Green Space: Plant
a tree or nurture indoor plants
in your own space. Cultivating
green life around you allows for
a constant connection with na-
ture, even in urban environ-
ments.

Conclusion

To be a dendrophile is to cher-
ish the profound wisdom and
tranquility that trees offer. In
their silent, steadfast growth,
trees inspire us to remain resil-
ient and balanced, grounded yet
reaching ever higher. Whether
through quiet moments of reflec-
tion under a tree’s shade, or ac-
tive participation in conservation,
dendrophiles remind us of the ir-
replaceable role trees play in our
lives and the need to protect them
for generations to come.

In a world that often prioritizes
material gain over natural
beauty, dendrophiles serve as
guardians of an essential bond that
humanity shares with the earth.
They are gentle advocates for a
world where trees, and all that
they represent, are respected,
cherished, and preserved.
Founder and Working Director,
TRUST - a Science and Environ-
ment Lover Organization
Ph.8249775817

E-mail: niharacharya@redjffinail.com
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