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Navigating Climate Crossroads; Global Challenges and Collaborative Actions

The 21st century is a defining
moment for humanity, as we
find ourselves at a critical junc-
ture where the choices we
make will determine the future
of our planet. The climate crisis
is no longer a distant threat; it is
a present reality affecting eco-
systems, economies, and commu-
nities worldwide. Rising tem-
peratures, extreme weather
events, melting glaciers, and sea-
level rise underscore the urgency
of collective action to address this
existential challenge.

The Global Challenges

1. Rising Temperatures and
Heatwaves: The Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) warns that glo-
bal temperatures could rise by
1.5°C above pre-industrial lev-
els within the next decade if
emissions are not curbed. This
increase will exacerbate
heatwaves, droughts, and wild-
fires, threatening agriculture,
water security, and human
health.

2. Extreme Weather Events:
Hurricanes, floods, and cy-
clones are becoming more fre-
quent and intense due to warm-
ing oceans and atmospheric in-
stability. These events displace
millions, destroy infrastructure,
and impose economic burdens
on nations.

3. Loss of Biodiversity: Climate
change accelerates habitat loss,

pushing countless species to-
ward extinction. The degrada-
tion of ecosystems disrupts
food chains and diminishes
nature’s capacity to provide
critical services like pollination,
water purification, and carbon
sequestration.

4. Economic Inequalities:
Developing nations bear the
brunt of climate impacts despite
contributing the least to green-

ergy, and providing financial
support to vulnerable countries.
2.Innovation and Tech-
nology:

Advancements in renewable
energy, carbon capture, and
sustainable agriculture offer
hope. Investment in green tech-
nologies can accelerate the
transition to a low-carbon
economy while creating jobs
and fostering economic growth.

house gas emissions. Climate-
induced disasters deepen pov-
erty, widen social disparities,
and strain already limited re-
sources.

Collaborative Actions: A
Path Forward

1. International Cooperation:
Agreements like the Paris Ac-
cord are vital frameworks for
collective climate action. Na-
tions must commit to ambitious
targets for reducing emissions,
transitioning to renewable en-

3.Community Engagement:
Grassroots movements and lo-
cal initiatives play a pivotal role
in driving change. From tree-
planting campaigns to sustain-
able farming practices, commu-
nity-led efforts demonstrate the
power of collective action.

4.Education and Awareness:
Empowering individuals with
knowledge about climate sci-
ence and sustainable living can
create a ripple effect. Schools,
media, and social platforms

must prioritize climate literacy
to inspire responsible behavior.
5. Policy and Governance:
Governments must enact ro-
bust policies to phase out fossil
fuels, incentivize renewable en-
ergy adoption, and enforce en-
vironmental regulations. Trans-
parent governance ensures ac-
countability and accelerates
progress.

The Role of Individuals
While systemic changes are
essential, individual actions
matter too. Simple lifestyle ad-
justments, such as reducing
energy consumption, opting for
public transportation, minimiz-
ing waste, and supporting eco-
friendly products, can collec-
tively make a significant im-
pact. Advocacy and participa-
tion in climate dialogues am-
plify the call for urgent action.
A Call to Action

The climate crossroads de-
mand a united front, transcend-
ing borders, ideologies, and eco-
nomic interests. It is a chal-
lenge that requires every stake-
holder—governments, busi-
nesses, scientists, activists, and
citizens—to work in unison. By
embracing sustainable prac-
tices, fostering innovation, and
building resilience, we can navi-
gate this crisis and secure a liv-
able planet for future genera-
tions.

The time to act is now. Our

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

choices today will echo through
the annals of history as either
a testament to humanity’s re-
solve or a cautionary tale of
neglect. Let us choose wisely.
Conclusion

As we stand at this pivotal
moment, the need for decisive
and collective action has never
been greater. Every effort, no
matter how small, contributes
to the larger goal of safeguard-
ing our planet. By fostering a
global culture of sustainability
and collaboration, we can turn
challenges into opportunities
and pave the way for a future
where humanity and nature
thrive together. The climate
crisis is a call to redefine our
relationship with the Earth, and
through unity, resilience, and
innovation, we can rise to this
challenge.

Founder and Working Director,
TRUST - a Science and Environ-
ment Lover Organization
Ph.8249775817

E-mail: niharacharya@redjffinail.com
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Know your traffic rules: A Victim-Centric Guide to road safety

Road safety has become a
major problem in India thanks
to the country's rapid urbaniza-
tion and the increasing number
of vehicles. Every day there
are traffic accidents that em-
phasize where urgent proper
traffic regulation is needed.
This article examines the un-
derstanding of traffic rules in
India, the victim-centric ap-
proach to road safety and im-
portant case laws affecting the
legal framework for road
safety in India.

The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
is the cornerstone of road
safety laws in the country. The
law provides guidelines for ve-
hicle registration, licenses, traf-
fic rules and penalties for vio-
lations. Additionally, there are
certain provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) that come into play
when violations result in acci-
dents, injuries or death.

The Motor Vehicles (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019 amendment
introduced increased fines for
offenses such as over speed-
ing, rash driving and driving
without a valid license. For ex-
ample, the fine for driving with-
out having seat belt on have
been significantly increased,
and stricter rules have been in-
troduced for drink and drive
cases. A distinctive feature of
the amendments is the introduc-
tion of electronic monitoring for
more effective enforcement of
road traffic regulations. With
the increasing use of surveil-
lance cameras, automatic li-
cense plate recognition sys-
tems, enforcement has become
more consistent, reducing the
potential for human error and
corruption.

Licensing and Registration is a
must, every driver must have a
valid driving license, and every
vehicle must be registered
from the Regional Transport
Authority (RTO) before using
it on public roads. Section 177
of the Act provides punishment
for driving without having a

driving license or driving an
unregistered vehicle.

The act lays down penalties for
various traffic offences, Section
185 makes it a criminal offense
for driving a vehicle under the
influence of alcohol or drugs and
provides punishment for same
in way of fine and imprisonment.
Section 183 provides for over
speeding, while Section 184
deals with dangerous driving.
Penalties may vary depending
on the severity of the offence.
In recent years, India has in-
troduced digital traffic enforce-
ment in form of electronic
challan. It allows authorities to
issue fines virtu- |
ally by sending
message viareg- |
istered phone
number of ve-
hicle, reducing '
old school
manual interven-
tion work and in-
creasing trans-
parency in the
process. The e-
challan also al-
lows vehicle
owners to view
and pay fines
online through e
challan parivahan site.

While the Motor Vehicles Act
handles day-to-day traffic vio-
lations, the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) addresses more
serious offenses that arise
when traffic violations result in
accidents causing injury or
death. Section 106 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) Act talks about causing
death by negligence, often used
in cases where an accident re-
sults from reckless or negligent
driving. Section 281 of the act
deals with rash driving or riding
on a public way, which is appli-
cable when a driver's actions
endanger public safety.
Whereas Section 125(B) of the
act provides for causing griev-
ous hurt by act endangering life
or personal safety of others, ap-
plicable when an accident

causes serious injury.

Road traffic rules and penalties
are no doubt essential to pre-
vent violations, but a victim cen-
tric approach to road safety is
much important and gained its
recognition in recent years. This
concept focuses on the recog-
nizing the rights of accident vic-
tims and emphasizes the need
for speedy justice and compen-
sation. In a country like India,
where traffic accidents cause
several deaths and injuries, the
victim-oriented approach en-
sures that individuals and fami-
lies affected by such accidents
are not left to fight alone with-

out support.

In case of India, where road
accidents contribute to a high
incidence of deaths and injuries,
this victim-centric model is es-
sential. It serves to ensure that
individuals and families af-
fected by such tragic events
receive the necessary support.
Some key aspects of Victim-
Centric approach are that the
Motor Vehicles act contains
provisions on compensation for
victims of traffic accidents. In
case of death or serious injury,
the victim or his family are en-
titled to compensation. This is
especially crucial for families
suffering emotionally and finan-
cially due to accident. One of
the main features of the victim-
centric model is the concept of
no-fault liability. Under this con-
cept, compensation is provided

Dr. Pallab Das

Dean and Associate
Professor of Law, Centurion
University, Bhubaneswar
drpallabd @ gmail.com

Aryottansh Panigrahi

LLM (Specialization in Maritime
law) Centurion University of
Technology and Management
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to the victim or their family
even if the driver is not at fault.
The compensation is generally
paid by the insurance company,
making sure that victims re-
ceive immediate financial assis-
tance, especially in hit-and-run
cases where the responsible
party is unknown.

In addition to financial compen-
sation, the victim -centric
method also calls for the recov-
ery of the victims of the acci-
dent, especially those who suf-
fer from permanent disability.
This includes medical, physical
therapy and mental health sup-
port. Many NGOs and govern-
ment agencies are working to
ensure that victims receive ad-
equate care and rehabilitation
assistance.

Several significant legal cases
in India have, over the years,
influenced the legal framework
related to traffic violations and
the rights of accident victims.
The Supreme Court of India, in
the case of K.K. Verma v.
Union of India (2011), ad-
dressed the issue of inadequate
compensation for victims of
road traffic accidents. The
Court emphasized that the com-
pensation provided under the
Motor Vehicles Act should be
sufficient to support the finan-
cial recovery of victims and
their families after such inci-
dents. Additionally, the Court
required the government to en-
sure timely payment of com-
pensation and to enforce no-
fault liability provisions. This
ruling underscored the impor-
tance of a victim-oriented ap-

proach and the need for insur-
ance companies to fulfil their
responsibilities without delay.
In the landmark case of Sarla
Verma v. Delhi Transport Cor-
poration (2009), Supreme Court
established that the calculation
of compensation should con-
sider the income of the de-
ceased as well as the age of
the victim, ensuring that the
compensation reflects the ac-
tual financial losses suffered by
the victim's family. This case
provided a framework for com-
pensation assessment in road
accident cases, which has been
adopted in various later judg-
ments.

Recognizing and following traf-
fic regulations is not merely
about avoiding fines or legal
complications; it fundamentally
revolves around the protection
of lives and the prevention of
trauma. By following a victim-
centric approach, we integrate
empathy and responsibility into
our actions on the road. Benjamin
Franklin once said, 'An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of
cure', this quote reminds us that
simple preventive actions, like
following traffic rules, can go a
long way in preventing accidents
and saving lives. Committing to
traffic regulations can elevate
them from legal requirements to
a reflection of shared respect
and decency, fostering safer
travel for all.

"Money can't buy life, and no
amount of compensation can
replace a lost soul. Drive
safely, every life on the road
is priceless."

JSW Foundation Enhances 20 Anganwadi Centers in Partnership with Akanksha Ladies Club

Bhubaneswar: In a significant
stride towards improving early
childhood education, the JSW
Foundation, in collaboration with
the Akanksha Ladies Club from
JSW BPSL Sambalpur, has up-
graded the infrastructure of 20
Anganwadi centers in Rengali
Block, Sambalpur. This initiative,

part of the Foundation's CSR
efforts, underscores its commit-
ment to education in rural areas.
Over the past two years, these
efforts have transformed 20 vil-
lage centers into child-friendly
environments, addressing the
critical need for early education
in rural areas. Mrs. Neelam

Singh, President of the Akanksha
Ladies Club, has been instrumen-
tal in this transformation. By re-
sponding to community needs,
she has provided essential items
such as extra fans, tube lights,
utensil racks, and kitchen uten-
sils, significantly enhancing the
centers' functionality. Mrs. Singh

remarked, "Our goal is to create
anurturing and stimulating envi-
ronment for children. By improv-
ing these centers, we are invest-
ing in the future of our
communities."Through her lead-
ership and vision, Mrs. Singh
continues to play a vital role in
improving the lives of children

and communities in the Rengali
Block, highlighting the impor-
tance of education and infra-
structure development in rural
areas. During the distribution
event, Mr. Vishal Raj, CSR
Head, emphasized the JSW
Foundation's dedication to such
impactful projects.
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