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We Have No Branch
702, Ice Factory Lane

In front of Budheswari Temple, Cuttack Road
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“Preparing Future Leaders: Integrating Sustamable
Practices in Curriculum and Beyond.

In a world facing unprec-
edented environmental, social,
and economic challenges, edu-
cation plays a pivotal role in
equipping young minds with the
tools to lead responsibly. As stu-
dents, you are not only the
learners of today but also the
leaders of tomorrow. And it is

imperative that we rethink edu-

cation to  incorporate
sustainability as a core value.

Why Sustainability Matters:
Sustainability is about meeting
our needs without compromis-
ing the ability of future genera-
tions to meet theirs. It is about
striking a balance between eco-

nomic growth, environmental .'
stewardship, and social well- |

being. Unfortunately, our cur-
rent way of life is consuming
resources faster than the Earth
can replenish them. Climate
change, deforestation, pollution,
and resource depletion are
stark reminders that we must
act now.

This is where education be-
comes critical. By integrating
sustainable practices into the
curriculum, we can nurture
leaders who are not just skilled
professionals but also con-
scious global citizens.
Integrating Sustainability in the
Curriculum"

So, how can we embed
sustainability into education?
Here are a few ideas:

1. Incorporating Green Con-
cepts Across Subjects:

Science can teach about re-
newable energy and climate
change; mathematics can in-
clude data analysis on resource
consumption; and literature can
inspire through stories of envi-
ronmental resilience. Every
subject can play a role in fos-
tering an understanding of

sustainability.
2. Project-Based Learning:
Engage students in hands-on
projects like planting trees, cre-
ating waste management sys-
tems, or designing energy-effi-
cient models. These experi-
ences help translate theory into
real-world application.
3. Sustainability Clubs and
CLeaders:
Schools can establish clubs fo-
cused on sustainability, where
students lead initiatives like re-

| Réthinking
Education.

cycling drives, clean-up cam-
paigns, and awareness pro-
grams.

4. Field Trips and Experiential
Learning:

Visiting local ecosystems, re-
newable energy plants, or sus-
tainable farms can provide
practical insights and inspire in-

novative ideas.

Beyond the Classroom: A
Culture of Responsibility
Education for sustainability
must go beyond textbooks and
classrooms. It is about creat-
ing a culture where every ac-
tion aligns with the principles of
sustainability:

- Conscious Consumption: Be-
ing mindful of waste, energy
use, and water conservation. -
Collaborative Problem-Solving:
Working together to address

issues like community develop-
ment and environmental pres-
ervation.

- Leadership Through Ex-
ample: Students must practice
what they learn, influencing
peers and even adults to adopt
sustainable practices.
Rethinking Education for the
Future:

To truly prepare future leaders,
we must rethink education it-
self:

- Shift from rote learning to
critical thinking and problem-
solving.

- Focus on interdisciplinary
learning that connects science,
ethics, and culture.

- Empower students to take
ownership of their learning and
drive change in their commu-
nities.

Your Role as Future Leaders:
Dear students, you are the ar-
chitects of a sustainable future.
Each one of you holds the po-
tential to lead by example, to
innovate solutions to pressing
challenges, and to inspire oth-
ers to do the same. Leadership
is not confined to titles or posi-
tions—it is about action, re-
sponsibility, and vision.

As you step into the world, re-
member these three guiding
principles:

1. Think Globally, Act Locally:
Small actions in your school or
community can have a global
impact.

2. Embrace Lifelong Learning:

Nlhar RanjanAcharya

Sustainability is an evolving
concept. Stay curious, in-
formed, and adaptable.

3. Lead with Empathy and In-
tegrity: True leadership is about
serving others and protecting
the planet for generations to
come.

Conclusion:

Let us commit to making
sustainability an integral part of
education and life. Together, we
can create a world where
progress does not come at the
cost of nature, where develop-
ment uplifts every individual,
and where the leaders of tomor-
row—"you"—steer humanity
toward a brighter, more sustain-
able future.

Let us begin this journey of re-
thinking education for
sustainability with hope, deter-
mination, and a shared purpose.

Science Communicator and En-
vironmentalist, Scientific Officer,
Indian Climate Congress
Founder and Working Director,
TRUST - a Science and Environ-
ment Lover Organization
Ph. 8249775817
Email: niharacharyal 973 @ gmail.com

Income Tax Return (ITR) Filing with New Rules

These rule changes will impact
how you file your Income Tax
Returns in 2025

Income tax slabs:

The government has revised the
income tax slabs under the new
tax regime. These changes aim
to help taxpayers save more
tax for Financial Year 2024-25
(FY25).

Slabs under the new tax regime
are as follows:““Rs. 0 to Rs.
3,00,000: No Tax

Rs.3,00,001 toRs. 7,00,000: 5 per-
cent tax. Rs.7,00,001 to Rs.
10,00,000: 10 percent tax.
Rs.10,00,001 to Rs.12,00,000: 15
percent tax. Rs.12,00,001 to Rs
15,00,000: 20 percent tax.
Rs.15,00,001: above 30 percent tax.
Revised basic exemption
limit:

The basic exemption limit has
been increased from
Rs.250,000 to Rs.300,000. This
change means that individuals
earning upto Rs.300,000 will
not be liable to pay any income
tax.

Increased standard deduc-
tions:

In the new tax regime, the
standard deduction for salaried
employees has been raised
from Rs.50,000 to Rs.75,000.
For family pensioners, this de-
duction has increased from
Rs.15,000 to Rs.25,000.

New TDS Regulations:
Under the new tax regime, any
individuals can claim a deduc-
tion of upto 14 percent of their
basic salary for their
employer's contribution to the

NPS. Previously, the maximum
deduction an employee could
claim was limited to 10 percent
of their basic salary.

New tax rates for Long-
Term Capital Gains (LTCG)
and Short-Term Capital
Gains (STCG):

The tax rate for STCG from
equity investments has been in-
creased to 20 percent from the
earlier rate of 15 percent. For
all other assets, STCG will be
taxed according to the
taxpayer's applicable Income
Tax slab rate. LTCG, on the
other hand, will now be taxed
at a flat rate of 12.5 percent.
LTCG from equity and equity
oriented mutual funds will now
be exempt from tax upto
Rs.1.25 lakh per financial year,

an increase from the previous
exemption limit of Rs.1 lakh.
Changes in holding period
for capital gains taxation:
For determining whether an
asset is classified as long-term
or short-term, only two holding
periods will now apply, 12-
months or 24-months. The ear-
lier 36-month holding period has
been eliminated. Additionally,
the holding period for all listed
securities is set at 12 months.
Claiming TDS/TCS tax credit
to lower TDS on salary:
Salaried employees can now
claim credit for tax deducted at
source (TDS) on other in-
comes apart from salary and
tax collected at source (TCS)
on other expenses to reduce
the TDS applicable on their

Deepak Kumar Mohanty

salary income. TCS on buying
notified luxury goods: An indi-
vidual purchasing notified
luxury goods will incur an ad-
ditional cost due to the im-
position of Tax Collected at
Source (TCS). The TCS will be
applicable on the value of goods
that exceed Rs 10 lakh.
Introduction of Vivad se
Vishwas Scheme 2.0:

The government has reintro-
duced the Direct Tax Vivad Se
Vishwas Scheme to address
disputes between taxpayers
and the Income Tax depart-
ment.

Advocate, Orissa High
Court. Cuttack-2
Mob: 94372 95666
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