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Climate Change: A Crisis Escalating Faster Than Expected

Climate change is no longer a
distant threat—it is happening
now, and at a pace far beyond
what scientists once predicted.
Rising global temperatures, pro-
longed droughts, extreme
weather events, and irrevers-
ible environmental degradation
are warning signs of an accel-
erating crisis. Despite years of
research and global efforts to
curb carbon emissions, recent
studies indicate that the ef-
fects of climate change are in-
tensifying faster than antici-
pated.

The Worsening Reality
Scientists have long warned
about the dangers of climate
change, but new data suggests

The Horn of Africa, for in-
stance, has suffered consecu-
tive failed rainy seasons, leav-
ing millions on the brink of fam-
ine. Similarly, devastating wild-
fires in places like Canada,
Greece, and Australia have
become more frequent and in-
tense, fueled by rising tem-
peratures and dry conditions.
Extreme Weather on the
Rise

The acceleration of climate
change is also evident in the
growing severity of storms,
floods, and unpredictable
weather patterns. In recent
years, hurricanes and ty-

phoons have intensified due to
warmer ocean waters, leading

that the planet is heating up
more rapidly than models had
projected. Global tempera-
tures have already risen by
more than 1.1°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels, pushing the
world closer to the 1.5°C
threshold set by the Paris
Agreement. This warming is
driving more intense
heatwaves, wildfires, and hur-
ricanes, causing destruction
across continents.

One of the most alarming im-
pacts is the increasing fre-
quency of droughts. Many re-
gions are experiencing pro-
longed dry spells, leading to
water shortages, failed crops,
and severe food insecurity.

@' @ol1 Qdld ¢llLley

to catastrophic flooding and
loss of life. Unprecedented
monsoons in South Asia and
record-breaking rainfall in Eu-
rope have displaced millions
and caused billions in damages.
Moreover, the Arctic and Ant-
arctic ice sheets are melting at
alarming rates, contributing to
rising sea levels that threaten
coastal cities worldwide. If
emissions continue unchecked,
major cities like New York,
Mumbai, and Jakarta could
face severe flooding, forcing
mass migrations and economic
collapse.

The Urgent Need for Action
The rapid acceleration of cli-
mate change underscores the

Nihar RanjanAchrya

need for immediate and decisive
action. Governments, industries,
and individuals must work to-
gether to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, transition to re-
newable energy sources, and
implement sustainable prac-
tices. Policies that promote car-
bon neutrality, reforestation, and
climate resilience must be pri-
oritized to mitigate the damage.
At an individual level, small
actions—such as reducing en-
ergy consumption, supporting
eco-friendly businesses, and
advocating for policy
changes—can collectively
make a significant impact. Ev-
ery effort counts in the fight
against climate change, as the
future of our planet depends on
the choices we make today.
Conclusion
Climate change is no longer a
slow-moving threat—it is an
accelerating crisis with imme-
diate and devastating conse-
quences. The scientific warn-
ings are clear: without urgent
intervention, the world will face
even more severe droughts,
extreme weather, and irrevers-
ible environmental damage. It
is not too late to act, but time
is running out. The responsi-
bility lies with all of us to pro-
tect the planet for future gen-
erations.
Founder and Working

Director, Trust
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The Legacy of the Bangladesh Crisis

More than 130 people died in
what was a "student protest
against the quotas in govern-
ment jobs". 56% of jobs were
reserved for groups such as
freedom fighter's families,
women, and people from un-
derdeveloped districts. This
means only 44% of jobs are
there which can be merit-
based. And this system is also
different from India because
the majority reservation is not
based on caste but on the free-
dom fighters.

Bangladesh was earlier a part
of Pakistan, (East Pakistan). At
that time, there was rampant
social discrimination against
East Pakistan. The majority of
people spoke Bengali and only
less than 10% of them spoke
Urdu. But West Pakistan im-
posed the Urdu language on
East Pakistan. Apart from this,
there was economic discrimi-
nation 59% of the country's
exports came from East Paki-
stan but only 25% of the indus-
trial investment went to East
Pakistan. In Nov 1970, when
cyclone Bhola hit an estimated
3lakhs people died in East Pa-
kistan. It was one of the dead-
liest tropical cyclones in the last
century but West Pakistan
didn't much effort to provide
relief to the people there. Also,
political discrimination in the
1970 election. East Pakistan
had 162 seats and West Paki-
stan had 138 seats people of
West Pakistan voted for differ-
ent political parties and in East
Pakistan overwhelming major-
ity of votes went to the Awami
League Party. Which was be-
ing led by 'Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman'. As aresult, this party
was supposed to govern both
East and West Pakistan but the
military of West Pakistan did
not want this at all or was not
ready to give the power to lead-
ership from East Pakistan. This
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led to demonstrations in Dhaka,
which were met with a brutal
crackdown and mass killing by
the Pakistan military.

Agha Muhammad Yahya Khan
(commander-in-chief) refused
to accept the election result.
Martial law was imposed on
East Pakistan and in response,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman began
acivil disobedience movement
in protest. At the same time,
West Pakistan's military com-
mitted large-scale atrocities
(very cruel or Violent) against
the people of East Pakistan.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
arrested and thousands of
people were killed. Genocide in
East Pakistan about 10 million
people had to take refuge in
India.

We saw the Bangladesh Lib-
eration War of 1971. This was
the war where India helped
Bangladesh get freedom under
the Prime Ministership of Indira
Gandhi. The freedom fighters
who fought for freedom which
made Bangladesh an indepen-
dent country is relevant in the
current situation because of this
quota system.

This quota started after one
year of independence in 1972
it was applicable for freedom
fighters after 1997 the govern-
ment extended the quota to
children of freedom fighters. In
2010 the same 30% of jobs
were reserved for the freedom
fighters'children and grandchil-
dren. 10% for women. 10% for
backward districts. 5% for mi-
norities. 1% for people with
physical disabilities.

In an article by a 3rd-year
studentstudying international
relationsat Dhaka University -
Fahim Farooqui also one of the
protesters mentioned that.
"What do the anti-quota pro-
testers want?

Claims that this protest is basi-
cally for the reformation of the

quota system. Protesters want
that other than the reservation
for ethnic minorities and physi-
cal disabilities the government
should remove all other reser-
vations."

In Feb 2018, Bangladesh intro-
duced a policy called
Bangladesh Sadharon Chhatra
Odhikar Songrokkhon
Parishad. Its main agenda was
to promote and protect general
students' rights, reform quotes,
and eliminate all types of dis-
crimination in the recruitment
of government employees.
Even then there were clashes
between the students who
were against it and pro-quota.
Under this pressure, in Oct
2018 Bangladesh government
issued a circular the quota sys-
tem would be removed for Ist
and 2nd class jobs.

But in 2021, 7 students from
Freedom Fighter'sfamilies filed
a petition in the high court
against the removal of this
quota system. On 5th June
2021,the high court decided that
the petitioner's argument was
valid the government's circular
was declared illegal and the
quota system was reintro-
duced. This was the reason
why protests began once more
all over the country.

The students who were pro-
testing claimed that this quota
was unconstitutional. There is
no mention of the future gen-
eration of freedom
fightershaving reservations for
jobs. After there have been al-
legations of corruption in the
reservation. Since the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh, the po-
litical party or the government
Awami Party decides who is a
freedom fighter or not this re-
sponsibility is taken by the gov-
ernment itself.

The protesters claim that the
reservation of freedom fighters
disproportionately benefits the

people of the Awami League
(undue benefit). For the names
of the freedom fighters who
have been included in the list
at least 60000 objections have
been raised against those
names but these contestations
have not been resolved by the
government.

On July 10, 2024, this matter
reached theSupreme Court, the
government approached the
SupremeCourtto appeal against
the high court's order. The Su-
preme Court imposed a stay on
the high court's order, but the
protest didn't stop. Students,
teachers as well as opposition
parties join the protests. To
face them they had more than
7000 paramilitary troops. Po-
lice use tear gas, rubber bullets,
and sound grenades.

The United Nationssecretary-
generalstated that "the govern-
ment should refrain from using
threats or violence against the
protestors". There were also
clashes between the protesters
and Bangladesh's Students
League (BSL) which is the stu-
dent wing of Awami League
Party. Bangladesh government
says ready to hold talks with
quota protesters, also they
claim that they are trying to get
an early hearing in the Supreme
Court of the case. Under pres-
sure from the students, the
government formed a Judicial
probe committee to investi-
gate the incident of violence.
The general secretary of the
Awami Party said "We will
not infer in quota matters the
Supreme Court will give its
decision.

After that Sheikh Hasina said
twisted words which is why the
protestors hated the freedom
fighter "If the grandchildren of
the freedom fighter do not get
the reservation benefits should
the grandchildren of Razakars
get the benefits?". This was the
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same said by Dipu Moni (The
social welfare) and the state
minister of information and
broadcasting.After all, it be-
came a major crisis in
Bangladesh ultimately leading
to the resignation of Sheikh
Hasina. The studentprotesters
demanded jobs based on merit
and not on quotas.

But that's not it these protests
emerge at a critical juncture.
Bangladesh was already fac-
ing massive unemployment and
the inflation knew no bounds.
A combination of various socio-
economicissues, and broader
pressure made worse by
COVID-19. Persistent corrup-
tion, a lack of jobs and employ-
ment and other causes were
enough to add fuel to the fire
that Hasina's opponents have
been making. Sheikh Hasina
had to flee from Dhaka,
Bangladesh along with her sis-
ter. Before the protestors
stormed her official residence.
She landed in India as a tem-
porary refugee EAM Dr. S.
Jaishankar spoke in the Rajya
Sabha and confirmed that at
very short notice, Sheikh
Hasina requested approval to
come for the moment to In-
dia. On July 21, 2024, the Su-
preme Court ordered that the
quota for veteran's descen-
dants be cut to 5% with 93%
of jobs to be allocated on
merits. The remaining 2%
will be set aside for the mem-
bers of ethnic minorities,
transgender and disabled
people.
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