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Whispers of the Earth: Healing Our Green Mother

The Earth, our sacred home,
once flourished in harmony
with every whispering breeze,
flowing river, and verdant for-
est. It was a place where hu-
mans lived in thythm with na-
ture. But today, the harmony
is broken. The melodies of
chirping birds are drowned by
noise pollution. Trees, once
standing as green guardians,
are reduced to stumps. Our
skies are choked with smoke,
rivers with plastic, and hearts
with indifference.
Environmental degradation is
no longer an abstract idea; it's
our lived reality. From melt-
ing glaciers to erratic
weather patterns, from
shrinking biodiversity to ris-
ing sea levels-nature is send-
ing a clear message: "I am
suffering."

We, the most intelligent of
Earth's creations, must now
become its most responsible
caretakers.

The Crisis We Cannot Ignore
Human activity — particu-
larly deforestation, industrial-
ization, and overconsumption
— is driving the climate cri-
sis. Forests are cleared in
the name of development, but
what follows is desertifica-
tion, displaced wildlife, and
disrupted ecosystems. Fossil

fuels, the cornerstone of in-
dustrial progress, release
greenhouse gases that wrap
our planet in a blanket of
heat.

Yet, amid this crisis lies a pro-

and provide habitat for count-
less species. Community-led
tree planting campaigns can
create a movement of green
warriors.

2. Sustainable Lifestyle

The Cry of the Earth:
A Call for Healing

found opportunity — to re-
build, to restore, and to
reimagine a greener future.
Solutions for a Sustainable
Tomorrow

1. Afforestation and Refor-
estation” Planting trees is
one of the most powerful
ways to combat climate
change. Trees absorb carbon
dioxide, restore groundwater
levels, cool urban spaces,

Choices* Simple changes in
our daily lives can create a
huge impact. Choose cloth
bags over plastic, support lo-
cal organic farmers, switch
to energy-efficient appli-
ances, and reduce, reuse, re-
cycle.

3. Water Conservation®
Water is life, and yet it's
wasted with casual disre-
gard. Fix leaks, use low-flow

fixtures, harvest rainwater,
and promote awareness on
responsible usage.

4. Clean Energy Adoption*
Embracing solar, wind, and
hydroelectric power over
coal and oil can significantly
reduce carbon emissions.
Governments and individuals
must invest in renewable en-
ergy.

5. Education and Aware-
ness*“ Environmental educa-
tion should be a key part of
school curriculums. Children
must grow up understanding
the interdependence between
humanity and nature.

6. Policy and Community En-
gagement

Citizen action can influence
policy. Supporting environ-
mental laws, participating in
clean-up drives, and holding
industries accountable is ev-
ery citizen’s duty.

The Spiritual Bond with Na-
ture

Ancient Indian philosophy
teaches us: "Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam" — the whole
world is one family. Nature
is not a resource to exploit,
but a mother to revere. The
Vedas and Upanishads are
full of hymns that worship riv-
ers, trees, wind, and fire as
divine forces. This spiritual

&

Nihar Ranjncarya

worldview can be the guiding
light for sustainable living.
Hope Blooms Where Action
Begins
We must stop merely mourn-
ing the loss of green cover
and start planting the seeds
of renewal. Change doesn’t
always need a thousand
people. It begins with one —
one person planting a tree,
one school starting a green
club, one leader choosing
sustainability over short-term
profits.
The Earth doesn’t need sav-
ing — we do. And by saving
her, we save ourselves.
Let us be the voice for the
voiceless forests, the guard-
ian of silent rivers, and the
hope of every bird, bee, and
blossom.
Let us not inherit the Earth
from our ancestors but bor-
row it from our children —
and return it greener.
Founder and Working
Director, Trust
Ph. 8249775817
Email: niharacharyal 973 @ gmail.com
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TRIALS IN SOCIAL MEDIA
A CHALLENGE T0 JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF THE COUNTRY IN THE PRESENT

Even though "Social Media"is
typically used for entertainment
and recreation, but now a days
itis directly impacting criminal
justice system. Instagram,
Facebook, Twitter and
Snapchat are channels of com-
munication so also public
sources of information about
all. Social media and the crimi-
nal justice system are joining
forces to track criminal
behaviour at every level. Addi-
tionally, citizens are doing their
part by using these sites to
document criminal behaviour
and confessions.

SOCIAL MEDIA AND
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYS-
TEM:

Social media platforms are
turning into a critical compo-
nent in investigating crime on
all levels. Authorities are tak-
ing to sites like Facebook and
Twitter to keep their commu-
nity informed about local
crimes. There they post surveil-
lance footage, crime scene pho-
tos and get the word out about
on-going police action.Along
with publishing content allow-
ing them to apprehend crimi-
nals, police departments are
also acquiring subpoenas to
access private messages to
help with investigations. In nu-
merous cases, investigators
have built and made cases
against suspects by gaining ac-
cess to their social media ac-
counts. This is possible as pri-
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vate messages generally con-
tain correspondence that might
directly or indirectly link them
to a crime. Additionally, crimi-
nal justice professionals are
using social media to identify
suspects, procure tips on crimi-
nal activity, find missing persons
and track organized crime. In-
vestigators don't need any kind
of special privileges to obtain
private information on users in
these cases.

As technology advanced over
time, many positive and nega-
tive changes have had an out-
come on these changes. When
relating to the Criminal Justice
System, social media has been
used to exploit arrests, film
criminal trials, have press re-
leases on certain cases, send
out amber alerts, and much
more. Social media has allowed
for people around the world to
be continuously updated on ar-
rests, court case outcomes,
and information on suspects. On
the other hand, notifying the
public too early can effect big
breaks in the case or risk get-
ting valuable information
leaked. We have to weigh out
these options before publishing
any information on social me-
dia regarding the Judicial Sys-
tem.

Overall, there are positives and
negatives to everything includ-
ing digital media outlets. In re-
lation to the Criminal Justice
System, social media can aid

S
o 2 %% 2 %

A "

—

g —— e g e

the public in being kept up to
date on arrests, court cases,
missing children reports, and
ways to stay vigilante. But, so-
cial media can also express
harm by exploiting information
before it can be released or
leading for the outbreak of
massive crime as seen in with
the George Floyd protests.
Depending on the exposure and
reason for reporting a case
online, there are ups and downs
to both sides of media outlets
and the Judicial System.
TRIALS IN SOCIAL ME-
DIA:

Media trial is a phrase describ-
ing the impact of television and
print media coverage on a case
through an attempt by the me-
dia to hold the accused guilty
even before the trial begins.
The social media usually por-
trays the accused as a villain
not based on facts, but only to
sensationalize the news which
causes damage to the dignity
of the accused. Media through
their trial attempts to reincar-
nate itself into a 'public court'
and interfere with court pro-
ceedings. It fails to analyse the
vital gap between an accused
and a convict keeping at stake
the golden principles of 'pre-
sumption of innocence until
proven guilty' and 'guilt beyond
reasonable doubt'.

Social media trial is an intrusion
and an ethical breach. It has
become a trend that social me-

dia performs the function of the
judiciary of investigating the
truth. The public supports the
trend of trial by media. With the
help of social media, each per-
son can indulge in freely giving
their opinions without any com-
munication barrier. The ab-
sence of any communication
barrier reflects that the opinions
or views expressed are at a glo-
bal portal and these opinions
might play an effective role in
framing the views of others.

The common problems are like
by publishing inadmissible evi-
dence and bringing it into the
public domain. The media could
bring facts to the attention of
the judge and the public that
cannot be taken into consider-
ation when adjudicating the
matter. Those facts may sub-
consciously affect the decision
of the judge. Social media
causes defamation to persons
who are acquitted from the
Courts on grounds of lack of
proof beyond a reasonable
doubt. In cases of a sexual of-
fense the explicit description of
the ordeal on television creates
mental torture to the victim.
Also in such cases the media
instantly places public domain
initial statements of the victim
in verbatim form. Thus it is evi-
dent that media trials lead to a
breach of privacy, a bias in pub-
lic opinion as well as interferes
with the sentencing process.
Due to this the accused, instead

M.Sc., M.A, LL.M.
Director Legal Affairs, SOA
Former District & Sessions
Judge.

Ph:8270203063
E-Mail: sksahoo.judiciary @gmail.com

of being assumed innocent is
presumed to be a criminal. It
not only interferes with the "ad-
ministration of justice", but also
propagates a false message to
society. The society starts
forming their opinions based on
their own notions rather than
relying on the judiciary.

The social media has immense
power and if the power is mis-
used it can severely harm a
nation. The onus of responsi-
bility falls on the individuals
themselves to check and ensure
that no harm is committed and
also the public should be more
media literate and understand
fact from fiction.The wide-
spread use of social media in
the community prevailing atti-
tudes that social media discus-
sions are less 'official' than a
traditional press, and ready
access to jurors' online infor-
mation present unique chal-
lenges to the 21st-century
justice system.
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