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War, Peace and Environmental Damage: A Call for Conscious Action

In the chronicles of human
history, war has been a recur-
ring theme — a manifestation
of unresolved conflict, power
struggles, and ideological dif-
ferences. Yet beyond the vis-
ible scars it leaves on human
lives and civilizations, war si-
lently devastates something
more fundamental and frag-
ile: the environment.

The Hidden Casualty: Nature
in Conflict Zones““Modern
warfare is not just about
battles between armies; it's
a war against nature itself.
Forests are burned, rivers
are poisoned, wildlife habitats
are destroyed, and the very
air we breathe is contami-
nated with the aftermath of
bombs, chemicals, and radia-
tion. The 1991 Gulf War, for
instance, saw oil wells in
Kuwait set ablaze, releasing
millions of barrels of crude
into the ocean and plumes of
smoke into the atmosphere,
causing catastrophic envi-
ronmental consequences.

In war zones, environmental
protection takes a backseat.
The collapse of governance

leads to unchecked exploitation
of natural resources, deforesta-
tion, overhunting, and pollution.
The use of nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons leaves
behind toxic legacies that last
generations.““The Cost of
Peace Built on Environmental
Ruin

Ironically, even post-war recon-

struction can harm the environ-
ment. Rapid industrial rebuild-
ing, increased mining, and urban
expansion often proceed with-

I

i andhancards com

out sustainable planning.
Peace, when not rooted in
ecological awareness, can
merely be a pause before
the next crisis — one born
of scarcity and climate-in-
duced tensions.

War and Climate Change:
A Vicious Cycle

Climate change, too, is be-

coming a catalyst for con-
flict. As water sources dry
up and fertile lands de-
grade, competition intensi-

Al

fies among communities and
nations. The struggle over
natural resources — be it oil,
water, or arable land — often
lies at the heart of both inter-
nal and cross-border disputes.
In turn, war exacerbates cli-
mate change, creating a vi-
cious cycle of destruction.
Towards an Ecology of
Peace

True peace is not merely the
absence of war; it is the pres-
ence of justice, sustainability,
and harmony with nature. We
must reimagine peace as a
state where ecological bal-
ance is restored, where for-
ests stand tall as sentinels of
hope, and rivers flow clean
as symbols of life. Environ-
mental preservation must be
central to conflict resolution,
peacebuilding, and interna-
tional diplomacy.

The Way Forward

1. Recognize Ecocide as an
international crime — hold-
ing perpetrators accountable
for large-scale environmen-
tal destruction during con-
flicts.

2. Strengthen environmental

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

protections in international
laws of armed conflict.
3. Invest in green recon-
struction — post-conflict re-
building that heals both com-
munities and ecosystems.
4. Educate for peace and
sustainability, empowering
future generations to choose
dialogue over destruction.
Conclusion:
In the dance between war
and peace, the environment
is often the silent spectator
and victim. If we are to
dream of a better tomorrow,
we must acknowledge this
invisible cost of conflict and
work toward a peace that
embraces the Earth itself.
Only then can we hope to
build a world that is not just
peaceful — but also livable.
Founder and Working
Director, Trust
Ph. 8249775817
Email: niharacharyal 973 @ gmail.com
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CYBERCRIME : THE DARK SIDE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

In today's era, social media is
everywhere. Social media are
online platforms where people
can connect with each other,
share information, and commu-
nicate with each other. These
platforms allow users to create
profile, post contents, interact
with other users, and build
online communities. Common
examples are Instagram,
Facebook etc. As the real world
has dark and dangerous ele-
ments, social media also has a
dark side. The main example
of the dark side of the social
media is CYBERCRIME.
Cybercrime is a criminal activ-
ity that either targets or uses a
computer or a networked de-
vice. Most cybercrime is com-
mitted by cybercriminals or
hackers who want to make
money. Some examples of
cybercrimes are hacking,
phishing, online fraud, traffick-
ing in child pornography and
intellectual property, stealing
identities or violating privacy.
Cybercrime has a widespread
impact on society, affecting in-
dividuals, businesses, and even
governments. This leads to fi-
nancial loss, mental stress,
reputation damage etc. People
are losing money from online
scams, fake websites, and
many other scams. Many
hackers are illegally stealing
people's personal photos and
information also steal security
number or medical records and
sell it on the web and blackmail-
ing them, which gradually in-
creases people's mental stress.
A well -known case is the
Facebook-Cambridge Analytic

scandal. The data of millions
of users was misused for the
purpose of politics. Cybercrime
affects people of all age groups
and genders. In September
2024, a woman from Gurugram
was duped of $1.46 lakh by a
man she met on Instagram. The
fraudsters pretended to be cus-
toms officials and convinced
her to make a forced payment
to receive a gift sent from
abroad. There is also a recent
case in march 2025, and eld-
erly couple in Karnataka com-
mitted suicide after losing $50
lakh in a 'digital arrest' scam.
The fraudsters tricked them
into believing they were in-
volved in a crime and forced
them to send money to avoid
arrest. Cybercrime also impact
children mentally and physi-
cally. In July 2024, an Indian
man was caught harassing a
young woman in Australia by
Instagram and WhatsApp. He
started talking to her in 2020
when she was just 11 years old.
He sent her inappropriate mes-
sages and photos and black-
mailing her for years. Because
of this, the girl was mentally
unstable and depressed.
Cybercrime also impacts busi-
ness. They Face financial
losses, reputational damage. In
February 2025, angel one, a
major Indian stock brokerage,
suffered a security breach.
Hackers accessed a part of
their system that used
amazon's cloud service.
Scammers are sending differ-
ent kinds of scanners on
WhatsApp and say that if you
scan the QR code then we will

receive money. But this is fake.
Instead, Theyare getting money
from you. Don't trust anyone
who says, 'scan to get money'.
This is a scam! They also send
fake message like bank notice,
court notices, and job offers and
ask for your personal details.
Don't share your personal in-
formation or any kind of OTP.
There is an Advance technol-
ogy scam called as
Steganography. In this scam,
scammers hide secret codes in
pictures, files , videos etc. If
you open the file then the se-
cret code is activated and steal
information from your device.
Be careful while downloading
or opening those files. If you
have any doubt then you can
scan them with antivirus soft-
ware. In all this, we have to
know that cyber security is
very important for us.We
should take steps for that. First
of all we need to use strong,
unique password and use dif-
ferent password for each ac-
count and turn on multi-factor
authentication where possible
to add an extra layer of secu-
rity. Always keep devices up-
dated . Don't open any email ,
links or attachments from any
sources which is unknown for
you . Use a strong VPN while
you are using public Wi-Fi. Al-
ways back-up your important
files and data and keep them
securely. Keep your privacy
data privately and be careful for
the information which you
share in social media. Before
giving any person personal in-
formation and money transfers
verify it carefully.If you are
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facing any problem of cyber
criminal activities then you can
report cybercrime.gov.in.And
know about the cybercrime
threats and try to share infor-
mation to your family, col-
leagues and others. There are
also various types of laws and
punishments for cybercrime. In
India, cybercrime laws are pri-
marily written within the Infor-
mation Technology Act, 2000
(IT Act).There are some im-
portant section of IT act in-
cludes Cybercrime like Section
66 (Hacking), Section 66C
(Identity Theft), Section 66D
(Online Impersonation), and
Section 67 (Sharing of Ob-
scene Material). Section 67B
( Offences involving children,
child pornography).There are
also punishments for this. If
someone hacks or steals data,
then he will have to pay 3 years
in prison And a fine of up to 5
lakhs. If someone steals
someone's identity, then he will
have to pay 3 years in prison
and a fine of up to 1 lakhs. If
someone posts bad things on
social media, then he will have
to pay 3 years in prison and 5
lakhs for the first time, and if
he tries to do it again, then he
will have to pay 5 years in
prison and 10 lakhs. Cyber ter-
rorism can be punished with life
imprisonment.Cyberstalking ,
online threats and defamation
cybercrimes are punished un-
der Indian penal code (IPC) .
In the current era, cybercrime
is increasing to such an extent
that we will have to face many
problems in the future.Many

eople don't know they are be-

p others. Stai safe!
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ing targeted until they are
faced.We have to take action
for it ourselves.First, people
need to know how to protect
themselves.The government
also needs to be alert about this.
Strict laws should be enacted,
and immediate police action
should be taken.Children should
be taught about cybercrime in
schools and colleges and
should be informed about the
importance of cybersecurity.
Everyone should use social
media properly. No harmful in-
formation should be posted and
social media should be used
responsibly.The victims who
are affected by this should be
encouraged to speak the real
truth and their problems.To
make the future a happy one,
we should take steps from
now and spread
awareness.Finally, I would like
to say that, "We all want to
change society, but
cybercriminals are also a part
of this society. They know
what is right and what is
wrong, yet they choose not to
change their behaviour. If we
really want to change, we
can". Itis always better to use
our skills for good, not to harm
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