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Nihar Ranjan Acharya

In the race for modern
development, the earth
bleeds silently. Bulldozers

hum like mechanical
beasts, tearing apart what
took centuries to grow —
the forests, our planet’s
living soul. We celebrate
progress, yet seldom
pause to ask: progress
towards what, and at
what cost?

Forests are not just
clusters of trees. They are
breathing temples of
life- where roots speak to
rivers, winds whisper to
leaves, and every creature
has a sacred role in the
great orchestra  of
existence. From the
Himalayan oaks to the sal
and teak of central India,
from mangroves that shield
our coasts to bamboo
groves that cradle
biodiversity — each forest
is a world in itself, a green

civilization silently
sustaining ours.

Yet, the axe of
“development” strikes

relentlessly. Open-cast
mining, road expansion,
industrial corridors, and
urban sprawls have
turned once-lush
landscapes into barren

“When the Forests Fall Silent”

The Price We Pay for Development

wounds. Forests are
cleared to make way for
mines that feed our
factories and gadgets. But
every ton of ore extracted
also extracts something
invisible — the soul of
sustainability.

When we cut a forest,
we don'’t just lose trees; we
lose climate control
systems, water
regulators, oxygen
factories, and carbon
sinks all free
services that nature has
provided without billing
us once. Forests are
the planet’s lungs.
Destroy them, and you
choke every living
being’s breath.

The Illusion of
Development

We often hear the
phrase — “for
development, some

sacrifice is necessary.

But are we sure what we
call sacrifice isn’t actually
suicide?

The truth is, economic
growth without
ecological balance is a
hollow victory. “Mining
brings jobs, but forests
bring life. You can rebuild
an industry, but can you

replant a 500-year-old
banyan? You can lay new
roads, but can you revive
an extinct bird or a
vanished tribe?

Across India, the story is
the same. From Koraput
to Keonjhar, Jharkhand
to Chhattisgarh, the
green belts are shrinking

The Price we pay
for development

under the weight of
machines and mines.
Streams that once sang
now run dry or red with iron.
Villagers migrate, animals
vanish, and what remains
is silence — the silence of
a broken balance.

The Forgotten
Wisdom
Our ancestors

understood something we
have forgotten — that the
forest is not outside us, it

caShal Seala

(RUISR, AAQNT-9C'R)
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_ sofiafirdous1

is within us. “The
Upanishads called trees
Vanaspati, the lords of the
forest, symbolizing
patience and giving. The
Rig Veda reverently said:

T 9 &ad— “Let no one
destroy the forest.

In ancient India, no
temple was complete
without a sacred
grove, no ritual
without water from a
river, and no village
without a cluster of
trees. The forest was
a part of civilization —
not its obstacle.

But today, in the
name of civilization,
| we destroy the very

foundation that
sustained it. We build
skyscrapers  but

forget that a single mature
tree provides cooling equal
to ten air-conditioners. We
plan “smart cities,” yet
uproot the wisdom of
smart nature.
The Way Forward
Sustainability is not a
slogan; it’s survival.
Development must evolve
into eco-development —
where mining, industry, and
urban growth coexist with
green responsibility.

-Every tree felled must
be replaced not by one, but
by many.

-Every mining lease
should include a
reclamation and
reforestation plan.

-Local communities —
the forest dwellers —
should be made partners,
not victims, of progress.

Technology must serve
ecology, not destroy it.
Green audits, renewable
energy, and stricter
environmental clearances
are not barriers to
development — they are
the blueprints of a livable
future.

A Final Thought

If trees could scream,
we might hesitate before
cutting them. But even in
their silence, they are
pleading — “Don’t turn your
home into a desert.

Forests don’t need us to
survive. We need them.
And if the forests fall silent,
soon — humanity will too.

Science Communicator,
Environmentalist, Author and Visionary
Founder and Working Director, TRUST

Scientific Officer, Indian Climate
Congress

Ph. 8249775817

Email: nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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