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THE SOIL WE IGNORE -THE FUTURE WE RISK

A World Soil Day Reflection

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

When we speak about
development, progress,
and modern civilization, the
first images that come to
mind are tall buildings,
highways, industries, and

digital cities. Yet,
underneath every footprint
of humanity lies a quiet,
often forgotten foundation
— soil. It does not demand
recognition, applause, or
awards. Yet, it silently
supports life, food, climate,
biodiversity, and human
existence.

Today, on World Soil
Day, the world pauses —
not to admire skyscrapers,

but to acknowledge the
humble soil beneath them.

Why Soil Deserves Our
Attention

Soil is not merely dust or
dirt. Itis a miraculous, living
ecosystem.“A single
teaspoon of healthy soil
contains:

* Millions of
microorganisms

* More species than an
entire forest

* Nutrients essential for
agriculture and life

Nearly 95% of the food
we eat grows from soil.
Without it, there is no rice,
wheat, vegetables, fruits, or
forests. Soil also plays a
major role in regulating
climate — absorbing and
storing vast amounts of
carbon, reducing global
warming.

Yet, despite its value, soil
remains the most abused
and exploited natural
resource.

A Silent Crisis: Soil Is
Dying

Due to rapid
industrialization,
deforestation, mining,
chemical farming, and
poorly planned urbanization,
the world's fertile soil is
diminishing at an alarming
rate.

Each year, the planet
loses millions of hectares of
fertile land.

Soil that takes 500 years
to form can be destroyed in
just a few seasons.

Without healthy soil,
water cannot recharge —
leading to droughts, floods,
and food insecurity.

If this continues, the
question is not whether
there will be a crisis —“but
when.

Development: Progress
or Blind Expansion?

It is often asked:

“Soil protection — is it
only our duty?”

The answer is:

Soil protection is not just
an individual responsibility
— it is a shared moral and
civic duty of individuals,
farmers, policymakers,
industries, builders, and
governments.

Development cannot
come at the cost of the
Earth’s survival. A nation is
not developed when it builds
tall structures — but when
it protects the systems that
sustain life.

True development
respects balance,
biodiversity, and future
generations.

What Can We Do?

Small acts create big

impact:

Adopt sustainable
farming

Avoid excessive

chemical fertilizers
Plant and protect trees
Support soil
conservation policies
Prevent soil erosion and
land degradation
Promote composting

Soil Day

Celebrate the foundation of life

and organic matter return to
earth
Protecting soil today
ensures food, water,
stability, and life tomorrow.
A Thought to Remember
We do not inherit the soil
from our ancestors — we
borrow it from our children.
Let us choose wisely.
Let us protect the soil.
Because when we save
soil, we save life itself.

Ph. 8249775817
E-Mail: nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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