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P4 The growing
Dadan problem in
Dharamgarh is a
serious concern. The
loss of three migrant
workers in a single
week highlights the
need for immediate
and permanent
solutions.

- Deepa Barik
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Gangua River : From Lifeline to Drain-
A Mirror to Our Urban Conscience

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

Rivers are not merely
flowing water bodies; they
are living ecosystems,
cultural symbols, and silent
witnesses to the moral
health of a society. The
story of the Gangua River in
Odisha is one such painful
testimony—of neglect,
apathy, and failed urban
planning.

Gangua originates near
the Chandaka—Damapada
forest region, once flowing
as a modest but vibrant river
nourishing the natural and
human settlements around
it. From its forested origin,
it moves towards
Bhubaneswar, passing
through the heart of the
capital city before finally
merging with the Daya
River, which drains into the
ecologically fragile Chilika
Lake. What should have
been a natural asset for the
city has today been reduced

to an open sewer, carrying
untreated waste instead of
life.

The most alarming
degradation of Gangua
occurs within the urban
limits of Bhubaneswar. As
the city expanded, the river
became a convenient
dumping ground for
untreated domestic
sewage, hospital waste,
solid waste, and urban
runoff. Numerous drains
directly discharge into the
river without any effective
treatment. Consequently,
Gangua has lost its identity
as a river and functions
largely as a polluted nullah.

This pollution is not
accidental; it is entirely
man-made. Technology
exists to treat sewage.
Funds have been allocated
under various schemes.
Policies are on paper. Yet,
enforcement remains
weak, monitoring is
sporadic, and accountability
is blurred. When
responsibility is shared by
many departments,
accountability often
disappears altogether.

The environmental
consequences are severe.
High levels of pollution

increase Biochemical
Oxygen Demand (BOD),
reducing dissolved oxygen
in water and destroying
aquatic life. Fish populations
have vanished, and the river
has lost its natural self-

GANGUA RIVER:

purifying capacity. Polluted
river water seeps into the
surrounding soil,
contaminating groundwater
sources, which poses a
long-term risk to public
health.

The damage does not
end with Gangua. Since it
merges with the Daya
River, pollution travels
downstream, eventually
reaching Chilika Lake—
India’s largest brackish

water lagoon and a Ramsar
wetland of international
importance. Thus,
neglecting Gangua is not a
local issue; it threatens a
much larger ecological
system, affecting fisheries,
bird habitats, and livelihoods
dependent on Chilika.

Public health
implications are equally
alarming. Polluted stagnant
water becomes a breeding
ground for mosquitoes,
increasing the risk of
dengue, malaria, and other
vector-borne diseases.
Communities living along
the river suffer from skin
ailments, gastrointestinal
infections, foul odour, and a
degraded quality of life.
Gangua’s pollution has
quietly transformed into a
public health emergency,
often ignored until crises
emerge.

Climate change further
magnifies the problem.
Polluted rivers are less
resilient to extreme events.
During heavy rainfall,
contaminated water
overflows into residential
areas, spreading disease.
During heatwaves, reduced
flow concentrates toxins,
making the water even

more hazardous. In this
way, pollution turns Gangua
into a climate risk multiplier.

Reviving Gangua is
possible—but only if
pollution is stopped at the
source. Cleaning without
prevention is cosmetic.
Immediate interception and
treatment of sewage, real-
time  water quality
monitoring with public
transparency, removal of
encroachments, and strict
accountability are essential.
Most importantly, the river
must be recognized as a
living ecosystem, not a
drainage channel.

The condition of Gangua
River reflects a deeper truth:
a city’s progress is not
measured by flyovers and
buildings alone, but by the
health of its rivers. If we falil
to protect a small river like
Gangua, our claims of
sustainable development
and environmental
responsibility remain hollow.

Saving Ganguais not just
about restoring a river—it is
about restoring our
conscience.

Ph. 8249775817
E-Mail:
nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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