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Complaint

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

Once upon a time,
humans lived with nature in
fear, respect, and gratitude.
Thunder was divine, rivers
were sacred, forests were
mothers, and mountains
were gods. Today, the same
humans proudly declare
themselves masters of
nature. In the process, we
have forgotten a simple
truth: the Earth does not
belong to us—we belong to
the Earth.

Modern  civilization
measures success in
speed, height, and profit.
Faster roads, taller
buildings, bigger
industries—this is what we
call development. But in this
race, forests are the first
casualties. Trees that took
hundreds of years to grow
are erased in days, and in
return we offer saplings with
banners and promises.
Rivers that once carried life
are reduced to sewage
channels, yet we wonder
why floods and water
shortages strike the same
cities year after year. Nature
is not misbehaving; it is
responding.

We often blame climate
change as if it were an
external enemy, forgetting
that it is a mirror. Rising
temperatures, melting
glaciers, erratic rainfall,
prolonged droughts, and
violent cyclones are not
random events. They are
consequences of relentless
deforestation, excessive

fossil fuel use, reckless
mining, and unchecked
urban expansion. The
planet’s warning signs are
loud and clear, but human
arrogance has excellent
noise-canceling abilities.
Perhaps the greatest
tragedy of our time is that
environmental concern has
become ceremonial. On

World Environment Day, we
plant trees, deliver
speeches, click photos, and
share hashtags. The next
day, the same saplings die
due to lack of care, while
permissions are quietly
granted to clear vast green
cover elsewhere.
Environmental protection
has been reduced to an
event, not a commitment.
Survival rates don’t matter;
attendance numbers do.
Wildlife suffers silently in
this human-centered world.
Animals lose their habitats,
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then wander into cities in
search of food and water—
only to be labeled as threats.
We encroach on forests
and later complain about
man-animal conflict, as if
animals crossed borders
intentionally. The truth is
uncomfortable: we invaded
their homes first.

Ironically, the Earth itself

does not need saving. It has
survived ice ages, volcanic
eruptions, and mass
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extinctions. If pushed too far,
it will simply rebalance—
without us. Humans,
however, are fragile. Our
food, water, health, and
economy are directly tied to
ecological stability. Every
tree cut, every river polluted,
and every species lost is a
step closer to our own
vulnerability.

Real environmentalism
begins with protection, not
compensation. Saving an
old forest is far more
valuable than planting
thousands of saplings.
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Sustainable development is
not anti-progress; it is
intelligent progress. It asks
difficult questions: Do we
really need this project? Can
it be done without destroying
ecosystems? Can growth
coexist with restraint?

The wisdom of the future
will not be measured by
technological advancement
alone, but by ecological
sensitivity. Science and
sustainability must walk
together, guided by ethics
and responsibility.
Development without
environmental
consciousness is not
progress—it is delayed
destruction.

If the Earth were to file a
complaint against humanity
today, the evidence would be
overwhelming. The verdict
would be simple: live in
harmony or face the
consequences. The choice
is still ours, but time is no
longer generous. Nature
always forgives—until it
doesn’t
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