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The public toilet at Bhairabi Bazaar,

Boudh town has remained locked since its
construction. Kindly open itimmediately and
make it available for public use. @CMO Odisha
@HoudhgarhNac @HUDDeptOdisha
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Environmental Etiquette :
The Culture of Respecting Nature

Environmental protection
is often discussed in terms
of policies, technologies,
and global agreements. Yet,
one of the most powerful
tools for protecting the
planet lies much closer to
us — in our daily behavior.
Just as social etiquette
governs how we behave
respectfully with other
people, environmental
etiquette defines how we
behave responsibly toward
nature.

Environmental etiquette
is not a slogan. It is a
culture. Itis the habit of living
in a way that shows respect
for air, water, soil, trees,
animals, and shared public
spaces.

What is Environmental
Etiquette?

Environmental etiquette
means conscious,
responsible, and
respectful behavior
toward the environment
in everyday life. It includes
small but meaningful
actions — how we dispose
of waste, use water,
consume energy, travel,
celebrate festivals, and treat
public spaces.“It is the
understanding that:

Nature is not a dumping
ground — it is our life-
support system.

Environmental etiquette
turns environmentalism
from a campaign into a
character trait.

Why Environmental
Etiquette Matters

Laws can regulate
industries. Policies can
guide governments.“But
only etiquette can guide
individual behavior.

M : .
Nihar Ranjan Acharya

Most environmental
damage in cities and
villages today comes not
only from large sources but
also from millions of small
careless acts:

Throwing plastic on

roads

e Wasting water

e Burning waste openly

e Excessive honking and
noise

and soil organisms are not
obstacles to development
— they are partners of
survival.
Practice
Etiquette
Sound pollution is also
pollution. Silence is also a
form of environmental
respect.
Environmental
Etiquette at Home

Noise

and public property
e Carry your waste back if
bins are unavailable
A clean public space is a
sign of civilized
citizenship.
Environmental
Etiquette at Workplace &
Institutions
e Minimize paper use
e Encourage digital
documentation

behavior. Every resource

saved reduces:

e Carbon emissions

e Pollution load

e Waste burden

e Ecological stress
Small behavioral

corrections multiplied

across millions of people

produce large

measurable

environmental impact.

Food

wastage
e Overuse of

disposable items

Environmental etiquette
converts awareness into
daily discipline.

Core Principles of
Environmental Etiquette

Respect Shared
Resources

Air, rivers, forests, and
biodiversity are shared
assets. Using more than
needed is not smartness —
it is unfairness to others and
to future generations.

Use — Don’t Abuse

Use water, electricity,
paper, and fuel with
restraint. Closing a tap
properly and switching off
unused lights are acts of
environmental character.

Dispose Responsibly

Segregate waste. Avoid
littering. Reduce plastic
use. What leaves your hand
does not leave the planet.

Protect Living
Systems

Trees, birds, insects,

[ ]

Avoid single-use plastics

e Segregate dry and wet
waste

e Compost kitchen waste
where possible

e Save electricity and
water

e Prefer durable over
disposable products

e Avoid food waste

Children learn
environmental values first at
home — not from
textbooks, but from
observation.

Environmental
Etiquette in Public
Places
e Never litter roads, parks,
riversides
e Do not spit or dump
waste in drains

e Respect green zones
and water bodies

e Follow cleanliness rules
during travel

e Avoid damaging plants

[ J
Practice
energy-saving
habits

° Promote
green meetings and
events

e Avoid wasteful
decorations and
materials

e Support eco-friendly
procurement
Institutions that practice

environmental etiquette

build ethical credibility.
Festivals and

Environmental Etiquette
Celebrations should

spread joy — not pollution.

e Use eco-friendly
decorations

e Avoid chemical colors
and toxic materials

e Limit noise
firecrackers

e Prefer natural idols and
materials

e Clean the area after
events
Culture and ecology

must walk together.

The Scientific Basis
Environmental etiquette

and

is not emotional
romanticism — it is
scientifically sound

Awareness to
Habit

Environmental etiquette
begins with awareness,
grows with practice, and
becomes powerful when it
becomes *habit*. When
responsible behavior
becomes automatic,
sustainability becomes
natural.

We should not protect
the environment only when
watched or regulated. “We
should protect it because it
is right.

Conclusion

Environmental etiquette
is the missing bridge
between environmental
knowledge and
environmental action. It is
the refinement of behavior
that turns a user of
resources into a custodian
of nature.

The future will not be
saved by technology alone
— “it will be saved by
cultured conduct toward
the environment.

Good manners toward
Nature are the highest form
of civilization.

Ph. 8249775817
E-Mail: nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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