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7 beneficlaries from Kutrupadu village
(Bhaimada Panchayat, Kolnara Block,
Rayagada) have not recelved thelr allowance
for the last 5 months, despite having all
required documents,

This delay Is causing serious financial hardship.

We request the government to take immediate
steps to ensure timely disbursement of their
allowances.
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Our Environment at Stake
‘coz== of Wax®

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

At a time when the world is
grappling with climate change,
biodiversity loss, and rising
pollution, one of the most
devastating yet under-discussed
threats to the environment
continues to unfold—war.

While global discussions
revolve around carbon neutrality,
sustainable development, and
green transitions, armed conflicts
quietly undo decades of
environmental progress within
days. The environmental cost of
war is neither temporary nor

localized; it is long-lasting,
transboundary, and often
irreversible.

War is not merely a geopolitical

event—it is an ecological
catastrophe.

The Environmental Cost of
Conflict

Modern warfare is

technologically advanced and
environmentally destructive. Every
missile launched, every
infrastructure bombed, and every
fuel depot set ablaze releases
massive quantities of greenhouse
gases and toxic pollutants into the
atmosphere.

Air quality deteriorates
drastically during conflicts.
Explosions release particulate
matter, heavy metals, and
hazardous chemicals, making the
air unfit for breathing. Unlike
industrial emissions, which are
monitored and regulated, wartime
emissions occur without oversight,
without accountability.

Water bodies, too, suffer
immensely. Rivers and lakes
become contaminated with oil
spills, chemical leaks, and debris
from destroyed infrastructure. In
many war-affected regions,
access to clean drinking water

becomes a distant dream, not only
due to scarcity but also due to
toxicity.

The soil—our fundamental life-
support system—is not spared.
Bombardments and chemical
residues degrade soil quality,
making it infertile for years,
sometimes decades. Agricultural
lands turn into barren zones,
directly threatening food security.

Biodiversity: The Forgotten
Casualty

War zones often overlap with
ecologically sensitive regions.
Forests are cleared for military
operations, wildlife habitats are
destroyed, and species are forced
into displacement or extinction.

Animals do not understand
borders or conflicts, yet they bear
the consequences. Migration
routes are disrupted, breeding
cycles are disturbed, and
ecosystems collapse silently.

Unlike human losses, which are
counted and reported, biodiversity
loss during war remains largely
undocumented and unaddressed.

The Climate Contradiction

There is a growing global
consensus on combating climate
change. Nations pledge to reduce
emissions, adopt renewable
energy, and transition to
sustainable lifestyles. However,
war stands in direct contradiction
to these commitments.

A single large-scale conflict can
emit more greenhouse gases than
several smaller nations combined.
Military operations are among the
largest consumers of fossil fuels,
yet they remain exempt from many
climate accountability frameworks.

This contradiction raises an
uncomfortable question:

Can the world truly achieve
climate goals while continuing to
engage in conflicts?

Selective Environmentalism

In recent years, there has been
increased awareness about
environmental issues—from air
pollution during festivals to plastic
usage in daily life. Governments,
institutions, and citizens actively
engage in discussions and
solutions.

However, when it comes to war,
this environmental concern often
fades into silence.

There are no prime-time
debates on the environmental

impact of bombings. No
international pressure demanding
ecological accountability in conflict
zones. No global campaigns
highlighting the environmental
devastation caused by wars.

This selective sensitivity
undermines the very foundation of
environmentalism.

Peace as Environmental Policy

If the environment is to be
protected in its truest sense, peace
must be recognized as a core
environmental strategy.

Preventing war is not just a
political or humanitarian
necessity—it is an ecological
imperative.

Environmental protection
cannot be limited to planting trees,
reducing waste, or conserving
water. It must also include
preventing large-scale destruction
caused by human conflict.

Peace ensures stability. Stability
allows ecosystems to thrive. And
thriving ecosystems sustain life.

The Way Forward

The global community must
begin to integrate environmental
considerations into discussions of
war and peace. Environmental
impact assessments should not be

limited to industries—they must
extend to conflicts as well.

International organizations,
policymakers, and environmental
advocates must raise their voices
against the ecological
consequences of war. Media must
broaden its lens to include
environmental reporting in conflict
coverage.

Most importantly, individuals
must recognize that environmental
responsibility goes beyond daily
habits—it includes advocating for
a world where destruction is not
normalized.

Conclusion
The planet does not distinguish
between emissions from

industries and emissions from
war. The damage is cumulative,
and the consequences are
shared.

As we stand at a critical
juncture in human history, the
choice before us is clear:

to continue down a path of
conflict and ecological collapse, or
to embrace peace as the
foundation of sustainability.

Because ultimately, when war
begins, the environment ends—
and with it, the future of humanity
itself.

Ph. 8249775817
E-Mail: nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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