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Global Environmental Index: Measuring the Health of Our Planet

Nihar Ranjan Acharya

The Earth is facing an
unprecedented environ-
mental challenge. Climate

change, air pollution,
biodiversity loss, deforesta-
tion, water scarcity, plastic
pollution and unsustainable
resource consumption are
no longer isolated prob-
lems. They are intercon-
nected threats affecting hu-
man health, economies and
ecosystems across the
world. In this context, a Glo-
bal Environmental Index is
an important tool for under-
standing how nations are
performing in protecting the
environment and building a
sustainable future.

One of the most recog-
nized global frameworks for
assessing environmental
performance is the Environ-
mental Performance Index
(EPI), developed by re-
searchers at Yale University
and Columbia University.
The EPI uses scientific data
to evaluate national environ-
mental performance and
enables comparison
among countries. The 2026
EP| assesses 177 coun-
tries using 47 indicators
grouped into 12 issue cat-
egories, organized under
three broad objectives: En-
vironmental Health, Eco-
system Vitality and Climate
Change.

What Does an Envi-
ronmental Index Mea-
sure?

Environmental quality
cannot be measured
through a single parameter.
A comprehensive index ex-
amines several dimen-
sions, including air quality,
drinking water and sanita-
tion, waste management,
biodiversity, forests, fisher-

ies, agriculture, pollution,
greenhouse-gas emis-
sions, climate policy and
environmental governance.

The importance of such
an index lies in converting
complex scientific informa-
tion into measurable indica-
tors. These indicators help
governments, researchers
and citizens understand
where environmental per-
formance is improving and
where urgent intervention is
required.

An environmental rank-
ing, therefore, should not
merely be viewed as a com-
petition between nations. It
should function as a diag-
nostic instrument—show-
ing environmental
strengths, weaknesses and
areas requiring policy atten-
tion.

Why Global Comparison
Matters

Environmental degrada-
tion does not respect politi-
cal boundaries. Carbon di-
oxide released in one coun-
try contributes to global
warming; pollutants can
travel across borders; rivers
and oceans connect eco-
systems; and biodiversity
loss in one region can have
consequences far beyond
national boundaries.“Global
environmental indices en-
courage countries to mea-
sure their progress against
internationally comparable
indicators. They can also
help policymakers identify
successful approaches
adopted by other nations
and adapt them to local

conditions.““However,
rankings must be inter-
preted carefully. Countries
differ in geography, popula-
tion, economic develop-
ment, historical emissions
and natural-resource en-
dowments. A country's
overall ranking therefore
provides an important sig-
nal, but it does not capture
every aspect of its environ-
mental reality.

India: A Serious Envi-
ronmental Wake-Up Call

The 2026 Environmental
Performance Index places
India 176th among 177
countries, with an overall
score of 22.46 out of 100.
This places India only one
position above the bottom of
the global ranking.

This position deserves
serious reflection. India is
one of the world's largest
and fastest-growing econo-
mies, possesses enor-
mous ecological diversity
and has made significant
investments in renewable
energy, conservation and
climate-related initiatives.
Yet the overall EPI result in-
dicates that major environ-
mental challenges remain.

The lesson is not that
India's environmental story
is entirely negative. Rather,
the ranking highlights the
need to examine individual
environmental indicators in-
stead of relying solely on the
overall score. Strong perfor-
mance in one area cannot
compensate indefinitely for
weaknesses in others.

India's environmental
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challenge is particularly
complex because develop-
ment, urbanization, popula-
tion density, industrialization
and ecological conservation
must progress simulta-
neously. The country there-
fore needs environmental
policies that combine eco-
nomic development with
ecological security.

From Ranking to Re-
sponsibility

The true value of a Glo-
bal Environmental Index lies
not in the ranking itself, but
in what governments and
societies do with the infor-
mation.

Governments must
strengthen environmental
governance, improve moni-
toring systems, protect for-
ests and biodiversity, invest
in clean technologies and
make environmental
sustainability central to de-
velopment planning.

Industries must reduce
emissions, minimize
waste, conserve resources
and move towards circular
production systems. Citi-
zens also have an impor-
tant role through respon-
sible consumption, waste
reduction, water conserva-
tion, sustainable mobility
and protection of local eco-
systems.

Environmental responsi-
bility must become a shared
responsibility rather than the
duty of governments alone.

Beyond GDP: A New
Definition of Progress

For decades, national
progress has largely been
measured through eco-
nomic indicators such as
GDP, industrial production
and infrastructure develop-
ment. These remain impor-

tant, but they do not tell the
complete story.

A nation cannot claim
genuine progress if eco-
nomic growth is accompa-
nied by polluted air, con-
taminated water, disappear-
ing biodiversity and de-
graded ecosystems.

The future of develop-
ment must therefore be
measured through a
broader framework—eco-
nomic prosperity + environ-
mental sustainability + hu-
man well-being.

Conclusion

The Global Environmen-
tal Index is ultimately a mir-
ror of humanity's relation-
ship with nature. It tells us
where we stand, but its
greater purpose is to en-
courage us to improve.

India's 176th position out
of 177 countries in the 2026
EPI should not be treated
merely as a statistic. It
should become a catalyst
for deeper environmental
action, stronger gover-
nance, scientific innovation
and public participation.

The greatest achieve-
ment of a nation will not be
measured only by how
much it produces or con-
sumes, but by how wisely it
uses the Earth's finite re-
sources while ensuring that
future generations inherit a
healthy and resilient planet.

The true environmental
index of humanity is not
merely a number—it is the
condition of the Earth we
leave behind.

Our Planet. Our Respon-
sibility.

Scientific Officer, Indian
Climate Congress

Ph. 8249775817
E-Mail: nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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Income Tax e-Filing: AComprehensive Knowledge

Y > Sanjib Kumar Pattnaik

The filing of Income Tax
Returns (ITRs) has
become an integral part of
financial compliance in
India. With the Income Tax
Department's digital
initiatives, the e-Filing
process has become
simpler, faster, and more
transparent than ever
before. Taxpayers can now
complete the entire process
from the comfort of their
homes without visiting any
government office. The
online system provides pre-
filled information, automatic
tax calculations, and
multiple options for
electronic verification,
making return filing
convenient for salaried
employees, professionals,
business owners, and
pensioners alike.

However, filing an Income
Tax Return is not merely a
statutory obligation. It
serves as an important
financial document that is
often required while
applying for bank loans,
housing finance, visas,
scholarships, government
tenders, and various other
financial transactions. Even
individuals whose tax
liability is nil may benefit
from filing their returns
regularly, as it establishes
financial credibility and
facilitates quicker
processing of refunds.

Before initiating the e-
Filing process, taxpayers
should keep all relevant
documents ready. These
include PAN, Aadhaar,
Form 16 (for salaried
employees), details of
interest income, capital
gains, rental income,
investments eligible for
deductions, and bank
account information. It is
also advisable to verify the
details available in Form
26AS, the Annual
Information Statement
(AIS), and the Taxpayer
Information Summary (TIS),
as these documents
contain information

regarding taxes deducted at
source, high-value financial
transactions, and other
reported incomes.
Ensuring that PAN is
linked with Aadhaar and that
the registered mobile
number is active is equally
important, as these are
required for login and
electronic verification.

Step-by-Step e-Filing
Procedure

The taxpayer should first
visit the official Income Tax
e-Filing portal and log in
using PAN or Aadhaar-
linked credentials. New
users are required to
complete a one-time
registration before
accessing the portal.

After logging in, select "e-
File", followed by "Income
Tax Return" and then "File
Income Tax Return."
Choose the appropriate
Assessment Year and filing
mode.

The next and perhaps the
most crucial step is
selecting the correct ITR
form. Different forms are
prescribed for different
categories of taxpayers
depending upon the nature
and source of income.
Selecting an incorrect form
may result in the return
being treated as defective.

The portal automatically
displays pre-filled
information, including
personal details, salary
income, TDS, bank
interest, and other available
financial data. Taxpayers
should carefully verify every
entry and make necessary
corrections or additions
wherever required.

Income from all
sources—including salary,
pension, house property,
business or profession,
capital gains, interest, and
other miscellaneous
income—should be
reported accurately.
Thereafter, eligible
deductions under various
provisions of the Income
Tax Act should be claimed
to reduce the taxable

income wherever
applicable.

Once all information has
been entered, the system
automatically computes the
tax payable or refund due. If
any additional tax remains
payable, it should be
deposited online using the
e-Pay Tax facility before
submitting the return.

Before final submission,
taxpayers should
thoroughly review every
detail to ensure there are no
omissions or computational
errors.

Importance of e-
Verification

Submission of the return
alone does not complete the
filing process. The return
must be electronically
verified through Aadhaar
OTP, Net Banking, Digital

Signature  Certificate
(DSC), bank account
validation, or other
prescribed methods.

Failure to verify the return
within the stipulated time
may render it invalid,
requiring the taxpayer to
initiate the filing process
once again.

Common Mistakes to
Avoid

Tax professionals advise
taxpayers to avoid several
common mistakes while
filing returns. These include
selecting an incorrect ITR
form, failing to disclose
interest income from
savings accounts or fixed
deposits, mentioning
incorrect bank account
details, overlooking AIS and
Form 26AS data, claiming
ineligible deductions, and
postponing filing until the
last date. Such mistakes
may delay refunds or invite
notices from the Income
Tax Department.

Benefits of Timely Filing

Timely filing of Income
Tax Returns offers several
advantages. Refunds are
generally processed faster,
interest and penalties can
be avoided, and taxpayers

maintain a clean

compliance record. Regular
filing also strengthens an

individual's financial profile,
making it easier to obtain
housing loans, education
loans, business finance,
and visas for international

travel.

Consequences of
Delayed Filing
Taxpayers who fail to file

their returns within the

prescribed due date may
still be able to submit a
belated return within the
period permitted under the
Income Tax Act. However,

delayed filing may attract

late fees, interest on
outstanding tax liabilities,

delay the processing of

refunds, and restrict the
carry-forward of certain
business or capital losses.

Stay Alert Against Online
Frauds
As the return filing

season reaches its peak,
cyber frauds and phishing
attempts also increase.
Taxpayers should use only
the official Income Tax e-

Filing portal for filing returns

and making tax payments.
Emails, SMS messages, or
phone calls requesting
OTPs, passwords, or
banking credentials should
never be trusted unless
verified through official
government channels.

The digitisation of India's
tax administration has
significantly simplified the
return filing process.
Nevertheless, taxpayers
must exercise due diligence
while reporting income and
claiming deductions. A
carefully prepared and
timely filed Income Tax
Return not only ensures
legal compliance but also
reflects responsible
financial planning and
contributes to the nation's
tax ecosystem. With proper
documentation, careful
verification, and awareness
of the latest procedures,
filing an Income Tax Return
has become a
straightforward task that
every eligible taxpayer can
accomplish with
confidence.

Sai Sanket, Shelter
Chhak, Cuttack-8
Mobile: 9437065193

UTKARSH
SOLAR

L

HOW 427N

5 SIMPLE STEPS.

MAXIMUM BENEFITS. _-1
* @

SITE VISIT

N by
[+ \ LOWER FREE

BILLS

),
Ry

SS ENTERPRISES
& 955 6666 333

INSTALL SOLAR

1,38,000 =z

—— FOR ELIGIBLE RESIDENTIAL CONSUMERS ——

%.” SOLAR POWER

it

MINISTRY OF

MNEW AND

£ RENMEWAEBLE ENERGY

PM SURYA GHAR <&
YOJANA WORKS

NET METERING

GET SuUBsiDy

LONG-TERM

oy

) sseukt@gmail.com

an www.utkarshsolar.com

Printed by Gyana Ranjan Mishra and published by Gyana Ranjan Mishra on behalf of Voice Of Victims Trust and Printed at M/S Bhagawati Electronic Process,D-3, Mancheswar Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar,Khurda, Odisha, Pin- 751010 and Published at EB-24, Stage-V, Laxmisagar Brit colony, Bhubaneswar, Khurda, Odisha, Pin-751006

Editor: Gyana Ranjan Mishra

AWHRR: KIS Q&R g



