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"THERE IS NO PEACE ON A HOTTER PLANET"
Climate Change, Human Conflict, and the Environment That Shapes Us

Nihar Ranjan Acharya
We often speak of
climate change and world

peace as two separate
global challenges. One

belongs to the
environmental agenda; the
other to diplomacy, politics
and international security.
But the reality is far more
interconnected. A changing
climate can intensify
competition, displacement,
inequality and social
tension—and therefore
threaten the foundations of
peace.

The simple truth is this:
we are products of our
environment.

Human beings do not
exist outside nature. The air
we breathe, the water we
drink, the food we grow and

the ecosystems that
sustain us shape our
health, economy, culture
and social relationships.
When these foundations
become unstable, human
societies become
vulnerable.

Climate change is
already putting enormous
pressure on these
foundations. Rising
temperatures,
unpredictable  rainfall,
floods, droughts, wildfires,
melting glaciers and sea-
level rise can damage
homes, agriculture,
infrastructure and
livelihoods. For millions of
people, climate change is
not an abstract scientific
concept; itis a daily struggle
for survival.

And where survival
becomes uncertain,
competition can grow.

Imagine a region where
water is becoming scarce.
Farmers struggle to irrigate
their fields. Livestock
populations decline. Food
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prices rise. Young people
leave their villages in search
of work. Cities receive large
numbers of migrants but
lack adequate housing and
employment. Social
pressure increases. In such
circumstances, political
instability and conflict can
become easier to ignite.
Climate change,
therefore, may not always
directly cause a war, but it
can act as a threat
multiplier—making existing
inequalities, political
tensions and resource
disputes more difficult to

manage.

There is another
dimension that deserves
equal attention:

environmental destruction
itself can become a form of
violence against future
generations.

When forests disappear,
rivers are polluted, wetlands
are destroyed and
biodiversity collapses, we
are weakening the life-
support systems upon
which humanity depends.
Development that destroys
ecological security may

create short-term
economic gains while
producing long-term
instability.

Peace, therefore, cannot
simply mean the absence of
war. True peace requires
ecological security, social
justice and access to basic
resources.

The connection between
climate and peace also
gives  humanity an
opportunity. Environmental
challenges can become
reasons for cooperation
rather than confrontation.
Countries that share rivers,

forests, oceans and
ecosystems have a
common interest in

protecting them. Scientific
collaboration, climate
finance, renewable energy

partnerships, disaster
preparedness and
sustainable agriculture can
build bridges between
societies.

Perhaps this is where
we need a fundamental
change in thinking.

We have spent centuries
drawing boundaries on
maps and competing over
resources, while nature
recognizes none of these
political borders. The
atmosphere is shared.
Oceans are shared. The
climate system is shared.
Pollution released in one
place can affect people
thousands of kilometres
away.

The planet is one
interconnected home.

If we want peace among
nations, we must also learn
to live peacefully with
nature. Protecting forests is
not merely an environmental
activity. Conserving water is
not merely a development

policy. Reducing emissions
is not merely a climate
target. These are
investments in human
security and global stability.

The future of peace may
therefore depend partly on
how intelligently we manage
the planet.

We cannot build a
peaceful civilization on a
destabilized Earth.

A healthier planet can
create healthier societies;
healthier societies are more
capable of cooperation; and
cooperation is the
foundation of lasting peace.

Climate action,
ultimately, is not only about
saving the planet.

It is about creating the
conditions in  which
humanity can continue to
live together—peacefully.

Scientific Officer, Indian
Climate Congress

Ph. 8249775817
E-Mail: nihar.acharya1973@gmail.com
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GST Litigation: Appeal Mechanism and Practical Hardships

The Goods and Services
Tax (GST) law provides a
structured appellate
mechanism to protect
taxpayers against
erroneous or arbitrary
orders. Appeals generally
begin before the First
Appellate Authority, followed
by the GST Appellate
Tribunal, High Court and, on
appropriate questions of
law, the Supreme Court.

Under Section 107 of the
CGST Act, an aggrieved
taxpayer can file a first
appeal against an
adjudication order, subject
to the prescribed limitation
and pre-deposit
requirements. Further
appeal lies before the GST
Appellate Tribunal under
Section 112, while

substantial questions of law
may be taken to the High
Court.

Though the system is
intended to ensure fairness
and natural justice,
taxpayers often face
practical difficulties, pre-
deposit burdens, delays,
repeated notices, technical
problems on the GST
portal, procedural
complexities and
inconsistent
interpretations. The
perception that
departmental appellate
authorities may be more
concerned with protecting
revenue than providing
independent relief is also a
recurring concern.

At the same time, it
would be inappropriate to
describe the entire GST
appellate system as
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“harassing”. Appellate
authorities and courts have
also provided substantial
relief where tax authorities
have acted without
jurisdiction, violated natural
justice or passed
unsustainable orders.
Another important issue
is the cost of GST litigation
for small businesses. Even
where the taxpayer has a
strong case, the financial
burden of pre-deposits,
professional fees and
prolonged proceedings can

5 Sy
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discourage
appeals.

A related practical issue
concerns GST on hiring or
renting of passenger
vehicles with a driver. Where
the applicable concessional
rate of 5% is adopted
subject to the relevant
notification conditions, the
supplier generally cannot
claim regular input tax credit
on inputs used for that
supply, subject to specified
exceptions. A taxpayer
opting for the applicable
12% rate, where legally
available, may generally
claim eligible ITC, subject to
the CGST Act and
applicable restrictions,
including Section 17(5).

Therefore, vehicle
operators should carefully
examine the applicable
notification, rate option and

legitimate

ITC conditions rather than
deciding solely on the basis
of the GST rate.

GST was introduced to
simplify indirect taxation,
but an effective tax system
requires not only revenue
collection but also fair and
accessible dispute
resolution. Faster disposal
of appeals, independent
and reasoned adjudication,
reliable GST portal facilities
and reduced procedural
burdens can substantially
improve taxpayer
confidence.

A strong appellate
system is ultimately not a
concession to taxpayers; it
is an essential component
of the rule of law and a
credible tax administration.

Advocate, Orissa
High Court, Cuttack-2
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